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(---------------TKE TZ-------------)
“I’m Claire O’Neil and straight ahead on WVU News, I’ll tell you why restaurants, bars, and retail stores are all seeing an increase in their number of customers, next.”

(---------------TKE TZ----------------)
“With public health restrictions being lifted…we expect to see more people at the bars soon. Some of them might over drink and need a safe place to recover. I’m Zak Hawke and coming up next on W-V-U News I’ll tell you about a new facility that temporarily houses the over intoxicated.”

(--------------TKE TZ-------------)
“Does campus carry concern you? It could soon be a reality for West Virginia University Students. I’m Alayna Degenhardt and our Emmy award-winning W-V-U News starts right now.”
//////////////////////////////////////////////////
(--------------TKE OPEN-----------)
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(------------------ZAK----------------)
FEWER THAN 150 THOUSAND AMERICANS CURRENTLY HAVE COVID… AND MILLIONS RECEIVE THE VACCINE EACH DAY. AND...STATES ARE BEGINNING TO EASE RESTRICTIONS… BUT IS IT TOO MUCH…TOO SOON? I’M ZAK HAWKE
(---------------GILLIAN------------)
AND I’M GILLIAN WANOSKY.
WITH DEADLY SHOOTINGS IN ATLANTA AND CHICAGO MAKING HEADLINES LAST
WEEK… GUN CONTROL IS A HOT TOPIC. BUT HOW IS IT AFFECTING US HERE IN MORGANTOWN?
(------------------ZAK----------------)
THESE STORIES AND MORE ON W-V-U NEWS...AN EMMY AWARD WINNING NEWSCAST...PRODUCED BY TELEVISION JOURNALISM STUDENTS...RIGHT HERE AT WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY. 
/////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(--------------GILLIAN-----------)
LAST WEEK… A MAN IN GEORGIA BOUGHT A GUN AND KILLED EIGHT PEOPLE LATER THAT DAY. THIS SHOOTING IS SADLY ONLY ONE OF MORE THAN 600 MASS SHOOTINGS IN THE PAST YEAR. 
(----------------ZAK------------)
THAT’S RIGHT GILLIAN. AND THERE HAVE BEEN ALMOST 200 SHOOTINGS ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES SINCE 2001. WEST VIRGINIA’S LEGISLATION IS DEBATING SEVERAL GUN CONTROL BILLS… SPECIFICALLY ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT CONCEALED CARRY SHOULD BE ALLOWED ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES. OUR OWN ALAYNA DEGENHARDT JOINS US NOW TO TELL US MORE… ALAYNA?
/////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(-----------------ALAYNA--------------)
THANKS GILLIAN…ZAK. MANY STATES HAVE BEEN PUSHING TO LEGALIZE CONCEALED CARRY ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES SINCE THE DEADLIEST CAMPUS SHOOTING IN U.S. HISTORY… IN 2007...AT VIRGINIA TECH. WEST VIRGINIA MIGHT SOON BE JOINING A LIST OF 11 STATES THAT ALLOW CAMPUS CARRY. I WENT TO CAMPUS TO FIND OUT ...WHAT STUDENTS THINK ABOUT THE PUSH FOR GUNS ON THE W-V-U CAMPUS.
(-----------------TKE PKG--------------)
ONCE AGAIN CAMPUS CARRY IS DOMINATING THE NEWS AND MAKING HEADLINES ACROSS THE U-S. THE WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE CURRENTLY HAS FOUR BILLS THAT WOULD AUTHORIZE CONCEALED CARRY-ON CAMPUS. STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT, AMAYA JERNIGAN, BELIEVES CAMPUS CARRY SHOULD NOT BE LEGAL.
“Personally, I’m not a fan of campus carry just because if all students don’t have the opportunity to have a gun or a weapon on them, I feel like none of us should.” 
SOCIAL SQ/CAMPUS CARRY-2
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WHILE OTHERS BELIEVE WVU SHOULD FOLLOW SUIT WITH
THE 11 STATES THAT HAVE CAMPUS CARRY. 
“I have pretty mixed thoughts about it, but I think we should have it. I think with the 11 states, most of them are red states, West Virginia is only a matter of time”
IN THIS LETTER SENT TO STUDENTS AND THE WEST VIRGINIA SENATE, WVU PRESIDENT, GORDON GEE, EXPRESSED HIS OPPOSITION AND CONCERN WITH CAMPUS CARRY. 
“11 states in the U-S now allow concealed carry permits on college campuses, so what’s the driving force for allowing guns on college campuses. Well…many proponents for campus carry believe that this law will deter mass shootings…but research shows…that’s not the case.”
IN FACT, ONE STUDY FOUND THAT CAMPUSES THAT ALLOW GUNS ARE MORE LIKELY TO HAVE SHOOTINGS, HOMICIDES, AND SUICIDES. WVU VICE PRESIDENT FOR STRATEGIC INITIATIVES, ROB ALSOP, SAYS THE UNIVERSITY’S FOCUS IS KEEPING EVERYONE SAFE. 
“There are several states where there are campus carry laws, and so we have talked to our colleagues in those states about how they’ve navigated those situations. Our commitment will be to keep campus as safe as we 

SOCIAL SQ/CAMPUS CARRY-3
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PKG
TRT: 2:30
possibly can given the policy determination of the Legislature.”
A CAMPUS CARRY BILL CAME THROUGH THE WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE IN 2019 BUT WAS STOPPED IN THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. THE BILL PROPOSED BIG DEBATES AND STUDENT PROTEST AT THE CAPITAL. 
(--------------ALAYNA---------------)
WEST VIRGINIA ISN’T THE ONLY STATE TO REFILE LEGISLATION TO ALLOW CAMPUS CARRY ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES. SEVEN OTHER STATES...INCLUDING NEW YORK AND SOUTH CAROLINA... HAVE ALSO REINTRODUCED CAMPUS CARRY DURING THEIR LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS.  SIXTEEN STATES PROHIBIT CONCEALED CARRY...AND 23 STATES PERMIT COLLEGES TO MAKE THEIR OWN RULES AGAINST CONCEALED CARRY. ///////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(---------------GILLIAN---------------)
THANKS ALAYNA. WELL...THE PRICE OF GASOLINE REACHED A FOUR-YEAR LOW LAST YEAR.
BUT GAS PRICES HAVE BEEN STEADILY RISING BY ABOUT TEN CENTS A MONTH SINCE LAST MAY. 
(----------------TKE VO------------)
WHEN LOCKDOWN BEGAN LAST MARCH...THE DEMAND FOR GASOLINE AND CRUDE OIL PLUMMETED. IN APRIL 20-20… A GALLON OF GAS WAS LESS THAN A DOLLAR AND 75 CENTS. NOW THAT PEOPLE ARE BACK AT WORK AND STARTING TO TRAVEL AGAIN… PRICES ARE NEARING THREE BUCKS A GALLON. EXPERTS SAY THAT AS THE ECONOMY STABILIZES AND THINGS RETURN TO NORMAL… WE CAN EXPECT GAS PRICES TO DROP...TO WHAT THEY WERE BEFORE THE START OF THE PANDEMIC. BUT ONLY TIME WILL TELL WHEN THAT WILL BE. WITH GAS PRICES UP BY AROUND                  18-PERCENT...WE ARE STILL LOOKING AT MORE EXPENSIVE PUMP PRICES IN THE WEEKS AHEAD.///////////////////////////////////////
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(---------------ZAK--------------)
MORE THAN TEN MILLION PEOPLE LOST THEIR JOBS BECAUSE OF THIS PANDEMIC. AND THIS MONTH GOVERNOR JIM JUSTICE ANNOUNCED THAT BUSINESSES CAN OPEN TO 100 PERCENT CAPACITY. AND NOW RESTAURANTS… BARS… AND SMALL BUSINESSES ARE STARTING TO RECOVER FROM THE LOSSES THEY TOOK IN THE PAST YEAR.
(-------------GILLIAN-------------)
CLAIRE O’NEIL JOINS US NOW FROM STUDIO B AT THE MEDIA INNOVATION CENTER....TO TELL US MORE ABOUT HOW BUSINESSES IN MORGANTOWN ARE ADJUSTING TO BEING OPEN FOR BUSINESS. WITH HER SEGMENT… STORYTELLING WITH DATA…. CLAIRE?
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(---------------CLAIRE-----------------)
(-------------STUDIO B INTRO-------)
GILLIAN…ZAK…BELIEVE IT OR NOT THIS TIME LAST YEAR WE WERE BEING ASKED TO STAY HOME AND QUARANTINE BECAUSE OF THE PANDEMIC. AND IN WEST VIRGINIA… IT MARKS ONE FULL YEAR SINCE WE WENT INTO LOCKDOWN, BUT A LOT CAN HAPPEN IN A YEAR. WE’RE NO LONGER STAYING HOME WITH FAMILY AND PETS, AND WITH JUSTICES’ RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT TO OPEN STORES AND OTHER PUBLIC GATHERING AREAS BACK UP TO 100% CAPACITY, WE’RE ABLE TO GO OUT AND EXPERIENCE LIFE LIKE WE ONCE DID BEFORE COVID HIT…BUT WITH JUST A LITTLE MORE CAUTION… AND SOME MASKS INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS.
(------------PKG CONTINUES--------)
WEST VIRGINIA GOVERNOR JIM JUSTICE ANNOUNCED THAT RESTAURANTS, BARS, RETAIL STORES, AND OTHER GATHERING AREAS CAN NOW RETURN TO FULL ONE-HUNDRED PERCENT CAPACITY, BUT WITH 50,000 NEW COVID-19 CASES REPORTED PER DAY IN 
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THE UNITED STATES… SOME RESIDENTS SAY THE MOUNTAIN STATE MAY BE ACTING TOO SOON ON ITS JOURNEY TO RETURN TO NORMALCY.
“I feel safer if it is not full capacity until we reach sort of herd immunity.”
“A lot of people, especially students, when they go party like during weekends, they don’t care at all. They go party. They go to bars, without wearing masks.”
CORONAVIRUS EXPERT DR. ANTHONY FAUCI BELIEVES THAT UNTIL THE U.S. HAS FEWER THAN 10,000 NEW DAILY CASES, STATES SHOULDN’T EASE RESTRICTIONS, HOWEVER 
WEST VIRGINIA’S NUMBERS ARE LOWER THAN MOST. 
WITH A VACCINATION RATE RANKED AMONG THE HIGHEST IN THE WORLD. AND WITH OVER 200,000 RESIDENTS FULLY VACCINATED AT A PERCENTAGE OF 14%, DR. LISA COSTELLO SAYS SHE’S HOPEFUL FOR THE FUTURE.
“As we continue to see more people be vaccinated, that we continue to see better control of the disease, that we will be able to have more businesses open safely and be able to have an improvement in our economy,”
“So, what can West Virginia expect 100% capacity to look like? Parking lots that were once desolate like this… are now starting to look like this. Capacity for public gatherings 
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CG: https://vaccinate.wv.gov 
has now been increased to 100 people instead of under 75.”
THOUGH SOME MAY NOT BE READY TO STEP BACK INTO THOSE LARGER CROWDS, OTHERS SAY ITS TIME RESTRICTIONS BE LIFTED, BECAUSE OF THE ISOLATION AND LONELINESS THAT CAN BE CAUSED DURING THE PANDEMIC.
“People’s got to live. Being locked up, it’s being like in prison.”
“I think that society is looking for their relief. You know they’re tired of being confined. They want to be able to move about, interact with people, and back to a normal society.”
JUSTICE SAYS WEARING A MASK AND STAYING SOCIALLY DISTANT ARE STILL MANDATORY AT ALL LOCATIONS. 
(-----------STUDIO B OUTRO--------)
WEST VIRGINIA IS ONE OF OVER 10 STATES THAT HAVE OPENED BACK UP TO FULL CAPACITY. THE MOUNTAIN STATE HAS ALSO SUCCESSFULLY ADMINISTERED MORE THAN 700,000 VACCINE DOSES AND RECENTLY EXPANDED ITS VACCINE ELIGIBILITY TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS AGES 16 AND OLDER. GOVERNOR JUSTICE ENCOURAGES ALL WEST VIRGINIANS DESIRING TO BE VACCINATED TO PRE-REGISTER AT VACCINATE.WV.GOV OR BY 
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CALLING 1-833-734-0965. GILLIAN…ZAK…BACK TO YOU BOTH AT THE WATERFRONT STUDIO. /////////////////////////////////
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(-----------------ZAK----------------)
THANKS CLAIRE. MORE THAN 200-THOUSAND BUSINESSES CLOSED THEIR DOORS FOR GOOD BECAUSE OF THIS PANDEMIC. THIS LED TO TEN MILLION PEOPLE LOSING THEIR JOBS AND BUSINESS OWNERS GOING BANKRUPT. BUT EVEN WITH SO MANY PEOPLE OUT OF WORK… THERE ARE STILL THOUSANDS OF BUSINESSES THAT ARE THRIVING. OUR OWN IRELEND VISCOUNT JOINS US NOW TO TELL US ABOUT HOW A SMALL BUSINESS IN MORGANTOWN OPENED DURING THE PANDEMIC...AND IS STILL STANDING. IRELEND?
////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(----------------IRELEND-------------)
THANKS ZAK. ACCORDING TO THE WEST VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF COUNCILS... OVER 600-BUSINESSES IN THE STATE HAVE REPORTED BEING NEGATIVELY IMPACTED BY COVID-19. BUT ONE LOCAL BUSINESS HERE IN MORGANTOWN HAS NOT ONLY SURVIVED THE PANDEMIC...IT’S THRIVING.

(----------------TKE PKG-------------)
SMALL BUSINESSES IN WEST VIRGINIA SAW A CHALLENGE LAST YEAR WHEN THE PANDEMIC STARTED THEY WERE ORDERED TO SHUT DOWN AND DIDN’T KNOW WHEN THEY COULD REOPEN WHICH MADE THEM ALL WORRY ABOUT HOW THEY WOULD KEEP THEIR DOORS OPEN. MANY BUSINESSES LIKE MARILYN’S OF MORGANTOWN ACTUALLY OPENED IN JUNE RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE PANDEMIC. CO-OWNER JOHN CELLURALE EXPLAINS HOW THERE WAS NO RIGHT WAY TO OPEN IN THE MIDDLE OF THE PANDEMIC.
 “What’s the best way to go ahead and open up a business, not open up a
COVID/BUSINESS-2
VISCOUNT/STARCHER
03/24/2021





S: IRELEND VISCOUNT/
@ViscountWVUNews





















S: CHARLOTTE RIFFLE/MORGANTOWN RESIDENT





business. It’s a coin toss. You don’t know if you’re going to win, you don’t know if you’re going to lose, but you give it 100% either way. You look at it and say you know if we’re going to go down, we might as well go down trying instead of going down and not doing anything at all.” 
“After a very long wait, this past week Jim Justice has officially allowed restaurants and bars to open up at 100% capacity. But as you can see behind me Marilyn’s of Morgantown is still social distancing their customers to keep them as safe as possible.”
KEEPING THE DOORS OPEN HASN’T BEEN EASY AND EVEN THOUGH MARILYN’S SAW A DECREASE IN SALES IN THE WINTER MONTHS THEY CONTINUED TO HOST EVENTS LIKE WORKING WOMENS WEDNESDAY WHICH IS AN EVENT HOSTED 
BY WVAQ WHERE YOU CAN WIN FREE GIVEAWAYS. MORGANTOWN RESIDENT CHARLOTTE RIFFLE EXPLAINS THAT SHE FEELS SAFE GOING OUT TO EAT.
“My husband and I have been to several restaurants in Morgantown, and we wear our masks. We have done it for months and we felt perfectly safe and we wash our hands before we go or use the sanitizer.”
MARILYN’S OF MORGANTOWN AND MANY OTHER LOCAL

COVID/BUSINESS-3
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RESTAURANTS HAVE MANAGED TO STAY OPEN AND KEEP THEIR CUSTOMERS SAFE.
(----------------IRELEND-------------)
IF YOU ARE A BUSINESS WHO IS NOT AS FORTUNATE AS MARILYN’S...AND YOU’RE STRUGGLING...THERE ARE SEVERAL EMERGENCY GRANTS AND COVID-19 LOANS AVAILABLE....INCLUDING THE PAYCHECK PROTECTION PROGRAM. THIS IS A LOAN DESIGNED TO PROVIDE RELIEF FOR SMALL BUSINESSES TO KEEP PAYING THEIR EMPLOYEES. YOU CAN APPLY FOR THIS LOAN AND OTHERS AT W-W-W-DOT-S-B-A-DOT-GOV./////////////////////////////////////////
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(----------------GILLIAN-------------)
MANY STATES ARE MOVING CLOSER TO LIFTING ALL RESTRICTIONS NOW THAT THE VACCINE ROLLOUT IS UNDERWAY ZAK.
(-----------------ZAK----------------)
AND GILLIAN...WE ARE NOW SEEING MOST STATES DEALING WITH A WIDE ARRAY OF APPROACHES TO GETTING KIDS BACK INTO THE CLASSROOM.
(---------------GILLIAN-------------)
NATALIE BOWMAN JOINS US NOW FROM STUDIO B AT THE MEDIA INNOVATION CENTER… TO TELL US MORE….NATALIE? 
////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(--------------NATALIE--------------)
(---------STUDIO B INTRO---------) GILLIAN....ZAK... THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC MADE THE PAST YEAR CHALLENGING IN SCHOOLS ALL ACROSS AMERICA. THE VIRUS SHUT DOWN NEARLY EVERY SCHOOL BUILDING LAST SPRING...IN A HISTORIC DISRUPTION OF EDUCATION. SCHOOLS WERE FORCED TO SHIFT TO VIRTUAL LEARNING OVERNIGHT.
BUT ON FEBRUARY 23RD...THE WEST VIRGINIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MANDATED...THAT ALL ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOLS BE OPEN FIVE DAYS A WEEK. AND THE BOARD RECOMMENDED THAT HIGH SCHOOLS ALSO PROVIDE FIVE DAYS OF IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION. 
I JUST VISITED TWO LOCAL HIGH SCHOOLS. AND FROM WHAT I OBSERVED...THESE TEENS AND EDUCATORS...WERE HAPPY....TO BE BACK IN THE CLASSROOM.
A YEAR AGO, SCHOOLS SHUT DOWN DUE TO THE PANDEMIC. HALLWAYS AND STAIRWELLS ONCE BUSTLING WITH STUDENTS, WERE EMPTY. ON MARCH EIGHTH, THE COUNTY’S 
SCHOOLS-2
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HIGH SCHOOLS FINALLY REOPENED. NOW THAT THE 9TH THROUGH 12TH GRADERS HAVE RETURNED TO IN PERSON LEARNING, THE PARKING LOTS AT CLAY-BATTELLE MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL ARE FINALLY FULL AGAIN.
“Everybody’s happy to be back. You wouldn’t think that students would be happy to be back, but after almost a year out there’s an excitement in the building again from the students. And I’ve even heard some of our younger students say that ‘I haven’t seen you since last year.’”
WHILE STUDENTS IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM ARE SETTLING BACK INTO THEIR CLASSROOM ROUTINE, STUDENTS AT TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL HAVE BEEN ATTENDING IN PERSON CLASSES SINCE THE FALL. DIRECTOR OF STUDENT 
SERVICES, TERESA BARNETT SAYS THEIR SUCCESS IS LARGELY FROM THEIR 
PARENTS.
“Our parent support has been great because they’re watching their children like, ‘we were at a party this weekend maybe we should stay out Monday.’ That extra level of caution they’re taking has helped us be successful.”
AND KEEPING KIDS IN SCHOOL IS IMPORTANT, BECAUSE ONLINE SCHOOL CAN SOMETIMES STUNT 
SCHOOLS-3
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COMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT.
“Online class schedules can be difficult for some students, especially those who struggle with self-motivation and time management. Staring at a screen all day isn’t good student’s mental health either, as online learning was reported to cause social isolation before the pandemic even started.”
WITH THE INCREASE OF PEOPLE IN THE BUILDINGS, SCHOOLS ARE KEEPING STUDENTS SAFE BY ROUTINELY CLEANING CLASSROOMS AND SCHOOL FACILITIES EVERYDAY. ALL STUDENTS AND FACULTY MUST COMPLETE A COVID SCREENING BEFORE ENTERING ANY BUILDINGS OR BUS. DOCTORS SAY THAT CLOSED SCHOOLS ARE HARMING YOUNG PEOPLE'S MENTAL HEALTH... BECAUSE OF THE SOCIAL ISOLATION...AND IT’S CAUSING A LOSS OF LEARNING. EXPERTS GO ON TO SAY IF SCHOOLS WERE A MAJOR SOURCE OF COVID-19 SPREAD...CLOSING THEM WOULD BE A WORTHWHILE TRADEOFF. BUT A TRIO OF NEW STUDIES DEMONSTRATE A LOW RISK OF COVID-19 INFECTION... AND SPREAD IN SCHOOLS. IN FACT... THAT NUMBER IS LESS THAN ONE-PERCENT OF AN 
SCHOOLS-4
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INFECTION RATE...AMONG STUDENTS AND TEACHERS. BACK TO YOU...AT THE WATERFRONT STUDIO.
/////////////////////////////////////////////
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(----------------GILLIAN----------------THANKS NATALIE. ZAK… EVEN THOUGH SCHOOLS AND BUSINESSES ARE GOING BACK TO BUSINESS AS USUAL… INCREASED ISOLATION AND STRESS FROM THE PANDEMIC HAS CAUSED SOME PEOPLE TO TURN TO SUBSTANCES TO SELF-MEDICATE.... LIKE ALCOHOL OR DRUGS.
(-------------------ZAK-------------------)
UNFORTUNATELY, THAT’S RIGHT GILLIAN…EXPERTS SAY DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE HAS GONE UP THIS YEAR BY       55-PERCENT. I RECENTLY TOURED A NEW FACILITY IN MORGANTOWN THAT HOPES TO HELP PEOPLE WITH SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROBLEMS.  
(---------------TAKE PKG--------------)
IN A NORMAL YEAR 1 OUT OF 10 AMERICANS TURN TO DRUGS OR ALCOHOL TO COPE WITH STRESS…BUT THE PANDEMIC MAY BE PUSHING THIS NUMBER HIGHER. THAT’S WHY THE REGIONAL SOBERING CENTER IS BEING BUILT. ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER…EMILY MUZZARELLI…HAS SEEN 

SOBRIETY-2
HAWKE/STARCHER
03/24/2021

S: EMILY MUZZARELLI/MORGANTOWN ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER













S: ERIC POWELL/MORGANTOWN INTERIM POLICE CHIEF




S: ZAK HAWKE/ @ZakHawkeWVUNews














THESE PLANS DEVELOP OVER MANY YEARS.
“The goal of the sobering center is really to act as a resource for EMS or law enforcement as a place to take intoxicated individuals instead of hospitals or jails.”
WEST VIRGINIA ALREADY HAD ONE OF THE HIGHEST OVERDOSE DEATH RATES IN THE COUNTRY…AND
OVERDOSE DEATHS HAVE INCREASED BY 22 PERCENT
DURING THE PANDEMIC…BUT THIS CENTER HOPES TO IDENTIFY PEOPLE AND REFER 
THEM TO THE TREATMENT THEY NEED.
“You have medical professionals that will be here that are a lot better at identifying these things and that have a lot more access to the types of resources that people suffering from addiction can benefit from.”
“If people come out downtown and have too much to drink…but didn’t necessarily commit a serious crime…police and EMS have the burden of taking them somewhere safe. For now…that means a faraway jail…or a hospital…but those might not be the best places for the over intoxicated.
THIS CENTER WILL EASE THAT BURDEN BY OFFERING A SAFE, LOCAL OPTION. DOWNTOWN RESIDENT…ANDREW 
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SOLOMON…SEES THE POSITIVES OF THIS FACILITY.
“Maybe just take someone that’s a little bit more drunk or intoxicated than they should be and have a bed to sleep for the night and then go on with their lives.”
[bookmark: _heading=h.gwoqdgvb9x7f][bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs][bookmark: _heading=h.dajjl1y4em57]THE CITY’S FIRST RESPONDERS WILL BE GLAD TO HAVE A PLACE TO TAKE PEOPLE TO 
SLEEP IT OFF. 
(-------------------ZAK-------------------)
THIS FACILITY WILL BE POSSIBLE THANKS TO 3-POINT-5 MILLION DOLLARS OF CARES ACT FUNDS…FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM THE CITY AND COUNTY... AND THE SUPPORT OF LOCAL NON-PROFITS. THE CITY HOPES TO HIRE A LEADERSHIP TEAM FOR THE CENTER THIS SPRING AND SUMMER…AND ARE LOOKING AT AN OPENING DATE IN THE FALL. 
(-----------------GILLIAN--------------)
PEOPLE STRUGGLING WITH ADDICTION CAN FIND TREATMENT FACILITIES AT THE LINK ON THE BOTTOM OF YOUR SCREEN. ///////////////////////////////////////
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TRT: 1:00



(-------------GILLIAN----------)
WELL ZAK… COMING UP AFTER THE BREAK…I’LL TELL YOU ABOUT A DANGEROUS HILLSIDE IN WESTOVER...THAT HAS CLOSED THIS ROAD              ON AND OFF...FOR YEARS. 
(------------------ZAK--------------)
AND OUR SPORTS ANCHOR EDEN DOUGLAS JOINS US TO TALK ABOUT THE BASEBALL TEAM’S ROCKY START.
(-------------TKE SOT TZ---------)
“I’m Gillian Wanosky and straight ahead, I’ll introduce you to one of the homeowners that you see in the houses along the river behind me, where River Road has been shut down three times in the last decade. Our Emmy award-winning WVU News continues next.”
(------------TKE SOT TZ----------)
“I’m Kierstin Lindkvist and coming up on WVU News, I’ll tell you how Bob Huggins is approaching a milestone that only 5 division one coaches have achieved. Our award-winning WVU News continues next.”
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(--------------------ZAK-----------------)
WESTOVER’S RIVER ROAD HAS CLOSED THREE TIMES IN THE LAST DECADE DUE TO MAJOR ROCKSLIDES. WHEN IT LAST CLOSED IN 20-18… DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS OFFICIALS SAID IT WOULD LIKELY SHUT DOWN PERMANENTLY. AND...IT WOULD COST AT LEAST SIX MILLION DOLLARS TO PROTECT THE ROAD FROM FUTURE DAMAGE.
 (---------------GILLIAN---------------)
AND EVEN AFTER THE ROAD UNDERWENT THAT MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR REPAIR…IT FACED YET ANOTHER SLIDE JUST LAST MONTH. I CAUGHT UP WITH SOME WESTOVER RESIDENTS ABOUT WHY THEY ARE CONCERNED FOR THEIR SAFETY.
(----------------TAKE PKG-------------)
AFTER LESS THAN TWO YEARS OF BEING REOPENED, RIVER ROAD IN WESTOVER WAS CLOSED ONCE AGAIN DUE TO ROCKSLIDE DAMAGE. THE ROAD HAS FACED OVER 20 SLIDES SINCE 2018, AND LEXIE REGULES SAYS SHE WORRIES 
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ABOUT HER FAMILY’S SAFETY AFTER JUST MISSING THIS 
RECENT SLIDE.
“I had just drove on the road and came back, and as I was coming back, 
the road had been closed. And I guess
the slide happened as I had just left
and everything, so that has been really scary to think about.”
THE ROAD WAS CLOSED FOR
OVER A YEAR AFTER A 2018 SLIDE LEFT THE LOWER PORTION OF THE ROAD UNUSABLE. OVER TWO MILLION DOLLARS WENT INTO REPAIRING THE ROAD, BUT  MON COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR JAMES SMITH SAYS THE ROAD STILL NEEDS SERIOUS REPAIR IF IT’S TO MAINTAIN THE TRAFFIC OF THE AREA.
“The hillside where the slides come down from – that seems to be a much larger issue to where it’s going to take some clearing of the trees and some of the debris on top of the hill.”
DAWN LANHAM HAS BEEN SENDING HER CHILDREN TO SKYVIEW ELEMENTARY FOR NEARLY FIFTEEN YEARS, AND SHE SAID THAT THE ROAD’S INCONSISTENCIES WORRY HER.
“There is a lot of traffic in and out of there, especially with the industrial park out there – it does take a lot of big trucks in and out and the road is 
starting to cave away on the shoulders of that road – which is now the only 
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road that can go in and out of that area.”
SAFETY OFFICIALS HAVE SAID PREVIOUSLY THAT THIS ROAD WAS NOT DESIGNED FOR HEAVY TRAFFIC, AND
RESIDENTS BELIEVE THAT THIS COULD BE A FACTOR IN THE ROAD’S CONDITION.
 “Poor conditions on River Road aren’t only a threat to those who use it. When the road is closed, traffic is pushed back onto Dupont Road, which can up to triple the drive time for those looking to get through Westover.”
REROUTING TRAFFIC HAS ALSO CONTRIBUTED TO THE CITY’S ACCIDENT PERCENTAGE. OVER THE LAST 45 YEARS, WESTOVER HAD ALMOST TWICE AS MANY FATAL TRAFFIC INCIDENTS PER ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND PEOPLE THAN WEST VIRGINIA’S AVERAGE. 
(---------------GILLIAN------------)
THE D-O-H PREVIOUSLY ASKED THE MORGANTOWN MONONGALIA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION TO ADD NEARLY TEN MILLION DOLLARS TO REPAIRING RIVER ROAD...OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS./////////////////////////////////////////
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(----------------ZAK------------------)
WELL… W-V-U BASEBALL HAS RETURNED TO MONONGALIA COUNTY BALLPARK. BUT JUST TWO WEEKS AFTER A SUCCESSFUL START…THE PROGRAM WAS PUT ON PAUSE.
(-----------------GILLIAN-------------)
SPORTS ANCHOR EDEN DOUGLAS IS HERE TO TELL US WHY A PLAYER DECIDED TO HAVE A SECOND SENIOR YEAR AT WVU AND HOW HE AND HIS TEAM ARE OVERCOMING ADVERSITY.
(-----------------EDEN-----------------)
THANKS...GILLIAN...ZAK.
THE WVU BASEBALL TEAM AND HEAD COACH RANDY MAZEY WERE LOOKING FORWARD TO PLAYING BASEBALL IN THE SPRING OF 20-20 AFTER HAVING SUCH A SUCCESSFUL SEASON IN 20-19. BUT… DUE TO THE PANDEMIC… THEIR 20-20 SEASON ENDED AFTER JUST ONE MONTH OF BEING ON THE DIAMOND.///////////////////////////////////
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(------------------EDEN-----------------)
IN 20-19…FOR ONLY THE SECOND TIME IN PROGRAM HISTORY…THE MOUNTAINEERS HOSTED AN NC-DOUBLE-A REGIONAL AT MONONGALIA COUNTY BALLPARK. AFTER LOSING AND NOT ADVANCING TO THE NEXT ROUND OF THE TOURNAMENT… THE SOON TO BE SENIORS THOUGHT THEY WERE GOING TO HAVE ONE MORE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE PROGRAM HISTORY. I CAUGHT UP WITH ONE OF THOSE SENIORS WHO DECIDED HE STILL HAD WORK TO DO...FOR A STATE THAT HAS DONE SO MUCH FOR HIM. 
(---------------TKE PKG---------------)
THE WVU BASEBALL TEAM STARTED THEIR 2021 SEASON WITH THE HIGHEST PRESEASON RANKING IN PROGRAM HISTORY. AFTER PLAYING FOR JUST TWO WEEKS AND NOT BEING IN THE GOLD AND BLUE FOR ALMOST A YEAR, THE PROGRAM WAS SHUT DOWN FOR SEVEN DAYS DUE TO POSITIVE CORONAVIRUS CASES. ASSISTANT COACH STEVE SABINS SAYS IT DID NOT AFFECT HIS TEAMS ENERGY.
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“Our guys a lot of them got to work and they got to compete, and they got to be on the field. That’s better than a lot of programs and a lot of kids. We had our obstacles just like anybody in the country has.”
SENIOR THIRD BASEMEN, KEVIN BROPHY, WAS NAMED COLLEGIATE BASEBALL PLAYER OF THE WEEK. HE SAYS AFTER THE PAUSE, IT WAS AN HONOR TO BE BACK AT THE MONONGALIA COUNTY BALLPARK.
“It was a lot of fun. I think at first there was some nervous jitters in the first game. Getting back out there, it felt like it was opening day again because we had the week”
“Due to the 2020 season being cut short because of COVID-19, the NCAA offered an extra year of eligibility to all spring athletes. Players like Kevin Brophy took that extra year of eligibility because he says he has unfinished business here in Morgantown.”
“I wanted to come back and be a part of this team. I knew this team could be really special. I still think that, and I still can’t wait to get out there and play more consistently now.”
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BROPHY SAYS THE MOUNTAINEERS CONTINUE TO OVERCOME OBSTACLES THROWN THEIR WAY BECAUSE THEY HAVE THE RIGHT MINDSET.
“We kind of just want to build off it now. I think being a leader personally is what is going to help with that and staying positive through everything.”
THE MOUNTAINEERS HAVE FIVE SENIORS WHO HOPE TO LEAD THE REST OF THE TEAM TO ANOTHER NCAA TOURNAMENT.
(------------------EDEN------------------)
THE TEAM HAS DROPPED OUT OF THE TOP 25 RANKINGS...BUT ARE CONTINUING TO GROW EVERY WEEK. COACH MAZEY AND COACH SABINS SAY THEY ARE NOT FOCUSING ON THEIR ADVERSITIES…BUT ONLY FOCUSING ON HOW TO GET BETTER EVERY GAME. THE MOUNTAINEERS WILL PLAY AT MONONGALIA COUNTY BALLPARK THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE BASEBALL SEASON. 600 FANS ARE ALLOWED IN THE BALLPARK TO CHEER ON THE MOUNTAINEERS.
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(-----------------EDEN-----------------)
OUR MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM WAS PICKED AS A THREE SEED IN THE NC-DOUBLE-A TOURNAMENT THIS YEAR. MAKING THIS THEIR 30TH TOURNAMENT BID. AND W-V-U MEN’S BASKETBALL HEAD COACH BOB HUGGINS JUST REACHED HIS 900TH CAREER WIN AS A COACH. SPORTS ANCHOR KIERSTIN LINDKVIST HAS MORE ON THIS MONUMENTAL MILESTONE IN MOUNTAINEER
… AND COLLEGE BASKETBALL HISTORY. 
(---------------TKE PKG-----------)
FOUR SEASONS AND ABOUT A HUNDRED WINS AGO, WVU MEN’S BASKETBALL HEAD COACH BOB HUGGINS EARNED HIS 800TH CAREER WIN… AND NOW DURING THE NCAA TOURNAMENT… HE EARNED HIS 900TH SOMETHING ONLY 5 DIVISION I COACHES HAVE EVER BEEN ABLE TO DO. LONG-TIME FANS REMEMBER HIS 
800TH WIN AT HOME LIKE IT WAS YESTERDAY.
“The energy at the 800th win was crazy. It was pre-covid, so everyone was on the floor. Everyone was cheering. Everyone was jumping up.
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It was a great place to be that night.”
“I just remember it was so like, everyone was pumped up, it was so awesome.”
FOR PLAYERS LIKE DEREK CULVER, BRINGING HOME THAT 900TH WIN WOULD MEAN THE WORLD TO HIM. 
“I feel like it would be very special that I get to be there with coach and get to experience the 900th. You 
know our little journey started a little bit before I got to West Virginia like you said so I feel like it would be a pretty good experience.”
“Bob Huggins’ praises extend farther than just the Hall of Traditions. He has led WVU to 11 postseason appearances, including the Big East Championship and the 2010 Final
Four, where he clinched the East Regional.”
“Well, you know, I love those guys and I’m – it’s gratifying that they can be a part of it. They enjoy it a lot more than I do, but that’s you know, I think that’s pretty neat. I think it’s when they have something to look back on and share with whomever, hopefully it’s one of the positive things that happened in their career.”
HUGGINS ALSO SAYS THAT WHEN YOU HAVE COACHED AS LONG AS HE HAS, YOU LEARN TO NOT TAKE ANYTHING FOR GRANTED AND AT THE END OF THE DAY...
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“Once a Mountaineer, always a
Mountaineer.”
KIERSTIN LINDKVIST… WVU
SPORTS… MORGANTOWN.//////////
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(----------------EDEN-----------)
THANKS FOR THAT REPORT KIERSTIN. WELL… COACH HUGGINS ISN’T THE ONLY 
PERSON BEING RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR COMMITMENT TO 
W-V-U ATHLETICS. ATHLETIC DIRECTOR SHANE LYONS WAS RECENTLY NAMED ONE OF FOUR WINNERS OF THE 20-21 ATHLETIC DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR AWARD. LYONS WAS UP AGAINST THOUSANDS OF ATHLETIC DIRECTORS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY. HE SAYS HE SHARES THIS AWARD WITH ALL THE PEOPLE WHO WORK TO MAKE OUR ATHLETICS DEPARTMENT STRONG.
////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(-------------GILLIAN------------)
THANKS, EDEN. AND CONGRATS AGAIN TO BOTH COACH BOB HUGGINS AND ATHLETIC DIRECTOR SHANE LYONS. 
(---------------ZAK------------------)
WELL GILLIAN… IN CASE YOU NEEDED MORE ASSURANCE THAT BRIGHTER DAYS ARE AHEAD...YOU JUST HAD TO VISIT THE WESTSIDE SENIOR CENTER LAST WEEK. 
(---------------TAKE VO-------------)
IT WAS SMILES ALL AROUND...WHEN SENIORS IN OUR COMMUNITY WERE FINALLY ABLE TO GET TOGETHER AND PLAY ONE OF THEIR FAVORITE GAMES....BINGO. THE CENTER CLOSED LAST YEAR DURING THE PANDEMIC. BUT NOW... THEY’RE FINALLY OPEN WITH LIMITED ACTIVITIES. DOCTORS SAY IT’S CRUCIAL FOR SENIORS TO RESUME THESE TYPES OF SOCIAL GATHERINGS. MANY SENIORS WERE LEFT FEELING ISOLATED AND DEPRESSED... NOT BEING ABLE TO INTERACT WITH THEIR FRIENDS. OUR OWN MICHAEL GRESKO SPOKE WITH SOME OF THESE SENIORS...WHO SAID THEY’RE THRILLED TO BE ABLE TO SEE EACH OTHER AGAIN.////////////////
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(-------------GILLIAN------------)
IT’S GREAT TO SEE THAT SOME OF OUR MOST AT-RISK RESIDENTS FINALLY FEEL SAFE ENOUGH TO GET OUT AND HAVE SOME FUN. WELL… THAT’S ALL WE HAVE FOR 
W-V-U NEWS THIS WEEK. I’M GILLIAN WANOSKY.
(----------------ZAK--------------)
AND I’M ZAK HAWKE. YOU CAN VISIT US ONLINE AT OUR WEBSITE...YOU CAN ALSO WATCH ALL OF OUR SHOWS ON YOUTUBE. PLEASE FOLLOW US AND OUR REPORTERS ON TWITTER. THANKS FOR WATCHING...WE’LL SEE YOU NEXT TIME. 
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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