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(---------------TKE TZ-------------)

“I’m Tori Gennuso and coming up on W-V-U News… I’ll tell you what sources you can use when obtaining information on the coronavirus.” 
(---------------TKE TZ---------------)

“After two back to back shootings, residents want to know, is Morgantown still a safe place to live? I’m Taylor Hall and I spoke with the police chief for that answer, I’ll have that story straight ahead.” 

(--------------TKE TZ-------------)

“I’m Cassandra McPhail and straight ahead on W-V-U News I’ll tell you about a shooting that happened right here on campus. Our Emmy award winning W-V-U News starts now”  

//////////////////////////////////////////////////

(--------------TKE OPEN-----------)
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(---------------MICHAEL-------------)

TWO SHOOTINGS ON THE W-V-U CAMPUS… HAS STUDENTS AND MORGANTOWN RESIDENTS CONCERNED FOR THEIR SAFETY. I’M MICHAEL RINKER. 

(----------------MEGAN---------------)

AND I’M MEGAN SCARANO. AS THE CORONAVIRUS SPREADS....MISINFORMATION ON SOCIAL MEDIA HAS MANY USERS SCARED. 

(---------------MICHAEL---------------)

THESE STORIES AND MORE ON W-V-U NEWS…AN EMMY AWARD WINNING NEWSCAST…PRODUCED BY TELEVISION JOURNALISM STUDENTS…RIGHT HERE AT WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY.

///////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(--------------MICHAEL--------------) 

TWO MEN ARE BEHIND BARS...CHARGED WITH FIRST-DEGREE MURDER OF A W-V-U STUDENT. 
(---------------MEGAN------------) 

UNIVERSITY POLICE RESPONDED TO THE CALL AT COLLEGE PARK APARTMENTS ...WHERE 21-YEAR-OLD ERIC SMITH WAS FOUND DEAD IN THE HALLWAY...OF THE APARTMENT BUILDING. 
(-----------MICHAEL-----------)

CASSANDRA MCPHAIL HAS MORE. 

(---------------TKE PKG------------)

POLICE RESPONDED TO A ‘SHOTS FIRED CALL’ AT THESE APARTMENTS AT 3:52 A.M. WHEN POLICE ARRIVED, THEY FOUND THE VICTIM...ERIC SMITH... IN THE HALLWAY WITH MULTIPLE GUNSHOT WOUNDS.                                                                                                                   

“It was scary. It was scary”

“Hearing it happened even just in the complex is a little scary but to see it happen in my own building. I was like oh.”

POLICE SAY SMITH AND THE TWO MEN...LINEAR AND REEDER, GOT INTO A FIGHT IN THIS PARKING LOT. 
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ACCORDING TO COURT DOCUMENTS....SMITH WENT INSIDE THE BUILDING.
HE WAS FOLLOWED BY LINEAR AND REEDER...WHO SHOT SMITH DEAD.           

“I’m here outside Building 21 where shots were fired resulting in the killing of a student. We can confirm 
the victim was Eric Smith. There are 2 suspects in custody and the investigation is still on going.”
GRANVILLE POLICE ARRESTED LINEAR AND REEDER AT THE WALMART AT UNIVERSITY TOWN CENTER IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE SHOOTING. IN LIGHT OF THE INCIDENT... UNIVERSITY POLICE ARE INCREASING THEIR PATROLS OF THIS AREA. 

“In this situation, like say we believe it is an isolated incident. Per our investigation but like say patrols after something like this does happen, do increase through the weekend and we had an extra officer there.”

WVU PRESIDENT GORDON GEE ISSUED A STATEMENT FOLLOWING THE SHOOTING. HERE IS AN EXCERPT. QUOTE:
"AS I SAY OFTEN, I CARE ABOUT OUR STUDENTS AS IF THEY WERE MY OWN CHILDREN, AND I WANT US ALL TO BE SAFE. I PLEDGE TO ALL MOUNTAINEERS, BOTH CURRENT AND FUTURE, THAT WE WILL REDOUBLE OUR EFFORTS TO ENSURE OUR 
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CAMPUS IS THE SAFEST IT CAN POSSIBLY BE." END QUOTE ERIC SMITH WAS A SOPHOMORE MAJORING IN MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDIES FROM CLEMENTON, NEW

JERSEY. CASSANDRA MCPHAIL, WVU NEWS, MORGANTOWN. //////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(---------------MEGAN---------------)

LESS THAN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS AFTER THE COLLEGE PARK SHOOTING THAT KILLED A W-V-U STUDENT…ANOTHER ALERT WENT OUT…THIS TIME FOR A SHOOTING ON COLLEGE AVENUE. WITH TWO SHOOTINGS HAPPENING SO CLOSE TOGETHER…MANY RESIDENTS ARE CONCERNED FOR THEIR SAFETY. TAYLOR HALL CONTINUES OUR TEAM COVERAGE ON THE SECOND SHOOTING.
(----------------TKE PKG--------------)

POLICE SAY IT WAS A FAKE DRUG DEAL GONE WRONG. THE TWO MEN INVOLVED WERE ARRESTED AFTER A SHOOTING EARLY SATURDAY MORNING ON THE 900-BLOCK OF COLLEGE AVENUE AFTER AN ATTEMPTED ROBBERY FROM A FAKE DRUG DEAL.

“During the fight, a round was discharged striking one student.  The perpetrators continued to fire shots inside the apartment and outside the apartment.  Victims went to the hospital where one of them was admitted for treatment for a gun shot wound. The perpetrators called and reported that someone had tried to rob them of their marijuana.”
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POLICE GO ON TO SAY THAT 29-YEAR-OLD EDWARD KOLLEH AND 20-YEAR-OLD ETHAN HORSEMAN HID IN A CLOSET WITH A SHOTGUN WHILE THE TWO SAT WITH THEIR BACK TO THE CLOSET DOOR.  HORSEMAN THEN GAVE A CODE WORD WHICH LED TO A GUNFIGHT, AND A WVU STUDENT WAS SHOT IN THE HIP.

“One year ago, students stood in Woodburn Circle to protest the State Campus Carry bill. Despite the bill being rejected, there have been four shootings close to campus since then, the most recent being right here in building 21, and in the 900 block of College Avenue.”

TWO SHOOTINGS IN LESS THAN 24 HOURS HAS RAISED CONCERN FROM RESIDENTS.    

“You never know where you’re going to be after a shooting happens, and if you’re going to be safe or not.”

“It’s always been pretty dangerous, you can’t really walk around downtown without having a knife or something on you.”

BUT MORGANTOWN POLICE CHIEF ED PRESTON ASSURES 

THE COMMUNITY THAT THESE LATEST SHOOTINGS ARE ISOLATED INCIDENTS. IN FACT, THE CLERY REPORT SHOWS THAT MORGANTOWN CRIME IS WELL BELOW THE NATIONAL AVERAGE.
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“Morgantown is extremely safe.  West Virginia’s crime rate is below the national average and Morgantown’s is below the state average.”

BOTH MEN HAVE BEEN CHARGED WITH FIRST DEGREE ROBBERY AND CONSPIRACY.  HORSEMAN HAS ALSO BEEN CHARGED WITH UNLAWFUL WOUNDING.  TAYLOR HALL, WVU NEWS, MORGANTOWN.//////////////////////////  
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(--------------MICHAEL------------) 
AS FAST AS THE CORONAVIRUS IS SPREADING...SO IS MISINFORMATION ABOUT THE VIRUS ONLINE. 
(--------------MEGAN--------------)

THAT’S RIGHT MICHAEL…AND SOCIAL MEDIA SITES ARE LOOKING FOR WAYS TO COMBAT THOSE RUMORS AND LEAD USERS TO SITES WITH THE RIGHT INFORMATION.

(-------------MICHAEL--------------)

OUR OWN TORI GENNUSO JOINS US NOW AT SOCIAL SQUARE TO TELL US MORE ABOUT MISINFORMATON SURROUNDING THE CORONAVIRUS…TORI? 

(------TKE SOCIAL BUMPER------) 
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(---------------TORI-------------)

THANKS MICHAEL…MEGAN. SOCIAL MEDIA SITES ARE PARTNERING WITH HEALTH AUTHORITIES...TO FIGHT MISINFORMATION ON CORONAVIRUS. COVID-19 OUTBREAK HAS SEEN A MASSIVE ‘INFODEMIC’...OR AN OVER-ABUNDANCE OF MISINFORMATION ON SOCIAL MEDIA SITES.  AND NOW SITES LIKE...INSTAGRAM, TWITTER AND TIK TOK....ARE LEADING THEIR USERS TOWARDS TRUSTWORTHY INFORMATION. 

(---------------TKE PKG------------)

HEADLINES AND VIDEOS ARE SWARMING THE INTERNET FULL OF MISINFORMATION ABOUT THE CORONAVIRUS. INCLUDING VIDEOS LIKE THIS ONE OF PEOPLE EATING BATS.  COVID-NINETEEN IS BELIEVED TO HAVE STARTED IN WUHAN, CHINA. WILLIAM HIRSH…WHO RECENTLY TRAVELED TO SHANGHAI… IS AN ENGLISH TEACHER LIVING IN SOUTH KOREA. 
“Life is going on, but people are worried. You can tell that they are concerned.  Everyone is wearing a mask. It’s very rare that you see somebody that’s not wearing a mask on the metro or out anywhere in public. But the metro is running, the busses are running. People are still for the most part going to work. It’s just the school years been delayed now.”
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“If you want the most up-to-date information about the Coronavirus you can visit the C-D-C’s website, or you can contact your local health department.”

MEDIA SITES ARE TRYING TO HELP CONTROL MISINFORMATION.  WHEN USERS GO TO SEARCH FOR THE HASHTAG CORONAVIRUS ON INSTAGRAM… THE PAGE POPS UP WITH A MESSAGE… ASKING 
TO REDIRECT THE USER TO THE C-D-C’S WEBSITE.
DIANE GROSS FROM THE MON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT BREAKS DOWN WHAT THE CORONAVIRUS IS.
“It’s a virus that is similar to two other coronaviruses which can cause severe acute respiratory illness. The Sars virus and the Mers virus. These viruses like influenza attack the respiratory system.”

ON FEBRUARY TENTH… THERE WERE SIX HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND MENTIONS REPORTED ON SOCIAL MEDIA ABOUT THE CORONAVIRUS. 
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(----------------TORI--------------)

THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION POSTED ITS FIRST TIK TOK RECENTLY... ON HOW PEOPLE CAN PROTECT THEMSELVES FROM GETTING THE CORONAVIRUS. THE VIDEO HAS RACKED UP ALMOST            30-MILLION VIEWS.

////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(----------------MEGAN-------------)

THANKS TORI FOR THE UPDATE. WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT GORDON GEE FOUND HIMSELF IN THE SPOTLIGHT RECENTLY. "BEHIND THE BOWTIE... A STUDENT CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT GEE"...WAS HELD ON THE DOWNTOWN CAMPUS.
(---------------MICHAEL-----------)

THE EVENT BROUGHT STUDENTS AND THE W-V-U COMMUNITY TOGETHER TO ASK PRESIDENT GEE QUESTIONS...EITHER IN PERSON OR ONLINE. 

(---------------MEGAN--------------)

SYDNEY HARTMAN JOINS US NOW FROM STUDIO B AT THE MEDIA INNOVATION CENTER…WITH HER SEGMENT…STORYTELLING WITH DATA ….TO EXPLAIN….SYDNEY?/////////////////// 
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(----------------TKE PKG------------)

MEGAN...MICHAEL... OVER THE COURSE OF AN HOUR...PRESIDENT GORDON GEE FACED QUESTIONS ABOUT ACADEMICS, ATHLETICS, MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES AND CURRENT EVENTS...STARTING WITH THE BACK-TO-BACK SHOOTINGS THAT TOOK PLACE OVER THE WEEKEND. AND DESPITE ALL THE QUESTIONS ON A WIDE-RANGE OF TOPICS...PRESIDENT GEE WAS TRANSPARENT IN HIS ANSWERS...AND ENCOURAGED OPEN COMMUNICATION WITH HIS AUDIENCE. STUDENTS AND FACULTY GATHERED IN THE GLUCK THEATER FOR A Q-AND-A WITH PRESIDENT GORDAN GEE CALLED ‘BEHIND THE BOWTIE.’ W-V-U STUDENTS EXPLAIN WHY THEY THINK CONVERSATIONS LIKE THESE ARE SO IMPORTANT. 

“I think it’s extremely important that Gee takes time to meet with faculty and students, we are the face of the university and I think it’s important that the students’ voices and needs get met.”
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“I think that President Gee has already established a really good relationship with his students and the way that he communicates with everyone that’s a part of the community, so I think this is another great thing that he’s doing to talk to everyone.” 
IN HIS OPENING REMARKS, PRESIDENT GEE TELLS STUDENTS WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO HIM.

“Our university cares about each of you. I care about each of you and giving you the tools to thrive has never been more important.”

A FEW TOPICS DISCUSSED WERE CAMPUS SAFETY… 

FINANCIAL AID AND TUITION… AND STUDENT’S MENTAL HEALTH.

“Because mental health is so crucial to our university, we have provided budget enhancements for five new positions: a crisis text line, a step care model, and new staff recruitment and retention strategies.” 

“The question on everybody’s mind tonight: how many bow ties does President Gee have? The answer is… over one-thousand active bowties.  Plus, he also has some bowties in retirement.”
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‘BEHIND THE BOWTIE’ WAS THE FIRST TIME THERE WAS A DIRECT Q-AND-A BETWEEEN STUDENTS AND PRESIDENT GEE. WHEN ASKED HOW W-V-U IS PREPARING FOR THE CORONAVIRUS...PRESIDENT GEE SAID THE UNIVERSITY IS VERY PREPARED...BUT HE CAUTIONED THE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY TO NOT PANIC. SO FAR...W-V-U HAS CANCELED 13 FACULTY-LED SPRING BREAK TRIPS AND TWO SUMMER PROGRAMS. 

BACK TO YOU AT THE WATERFRONT STUDIO. //////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(-------------MICHAEL-----------)

THANKS FOR THAT REPORT SYDNEY…GLAD TO SEE THAT IN LIGHT OF THE RECENT TRAGEDIES THAT HAVE HAPPENED ON CAMPUS PRESIDENT GORDON GEE IS MAKING IT IMPORTANT TO HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS STUDENT BODY AND FACULTY. 
(---------------MEGAN-------------) 

I AGREE MICHAEL…COMING UP AFTER THE BREAK…SPORTS ANCHOR HAYDEN KEENER JOINS US IN THE STUDIO. 

(--------------TKE SOT TZ----------)

“I’m Natalie Comer and next on WVU News...I’ll tell you about a Mountaineer sport that’s off to one of its best season starts.”

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(------------MICHAEL-----------)

THE W-V-U TENNIS TEAM STARTED THEIR SEASON OFF UNDEFEATED. 
(--------------MEGAN-----------)

SPORTS ANCHOR HAYDEN KEENER IS HERE TO TELL US MORE ABOUT THE FIRST CONFERENCE MATCH FOR TENNIS IN MORGANTOWN. HAYDEN.
(-------------HAYDEN-------------)

THANKS MEGAN....MICHAEL 

THE TENNIS TEAM HOSTED IOWA STATE AT THE SUMMIT TENNIS ACADEMY. THIS MARKED THE FIRST SEASON SINCE 20-14 THAT W-V-U HAS OPENED A BIG 12 MATCH RIGHT HERE IN MORGANTOWN. 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(-------------HAYDEN------------)

ALTHOUGH THE TENNIS TEAM LOST TO IOWA STATE… FIVE TO TWO… THE MOUNTAINEERS LOOKED BACK ON THE SMALL VICTORIES DURING THE MATCH. SPORTS REPORTER NATALIE COMER HAS MORE. 

(--------------TKE PKG------------)

THE W-V-U TENNIS TEAM WAS OFF TO ITS BEST START TO A SEASON SINCE 19-86. THE MOUNTAINEERS WERE 7 AND 0 HEADING INTO THEIR FIRST CONFERENCE MATCH AGAINST IOWA STATE. HEAD COACH MIHA LISAC SAID WHAT THE TEAM DOES IN THE OFF-SEASON IS IMPORTANT.  

“I think the team had a good fall semester. I think the players worked hard and prepared to be successful in the spring and that showed the beginning of spring.” 

THE TEAM FINISHED LAST SEASON WITH A 10 AND 12 RECORD, GOING 0 AND 9 IN 

CONFERENCE, COACH LISAC

DESCRIBED THE BIG 12 AS A CHALLENGE. 

“That is why we decided to come here to WVU, to build a program that will be competitive and that will someday be at the top of the conference.” 
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“West Virginia began its series with Iowa State in 2009 and won its first conference match in program history against Iowa State in 2018, right here in Morgantown.”

FLASH FORWARD TO 20-20 WHEN FRESHMAN KAT LYMAN SECURED A SINGLES VICTORY TO CONTINUE HER UNDEFEATED SEASON.

“It’s probably one of the best matches I’ve played so far. I think just being able to stay confident on the court and not get nervous really is something that helps me a lot you know, being able to swing through my shots and play my game.” 

THE MOUNTAINEERS FELL TO THE CYCLONES 5 TO 2. WVU WILL BE BACK IN ACTION AT SUMMIT TENNIS ACADEMY ON MARCH 13TH TO FACE TCU. 

NATALIE COMER, WVU SPORTS, MORGANTOWN.
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(--------------HAYDEN------------)

TO STAY UPDATED ON THE       W-V-U TENNIS TEAM THIS SEASON… VISIT THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR SCREEN.
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(-------------MICHAEL-----------)

THANKS FOR THAT REPORT HAYDEN…OUR VERY OWN ANDERSON SMALL HAS RETURNED TO WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY. 

(-------------MEGAN------------)

THAT’S RIGHT MICHAEL…ANDERSON SMALL GRADUATED FROM W-V-U’S REED COLLEGE OF MEDIA IN THE SPRING OF TWENTY-NINETEEN. HE HAS SINCE MOVED TO L-A TO FOLLOW HIS DREAMS OF BECOMING A HIP-HOP DANCER AND SINGER-SONGWRITER. 
(--------------TKE VO-----------) 

ANDERSON RECENTLY CAME BACK TO THE W-V-U REC CENTER TO TEACH A HIP-HOP CLASS. SINCE MOVING TO         L-A…ANDERSON HAS WORKED WITH NUMEROUS STARS…SUCH AS CHRIS BROWN AND JAME FOXX. HE ALSO BECAME FRIENDS WITH THE CASTING DIRECTOR FOR BLACK PANTHER AND FAST AND FURIOUS…CHRISTOPHER GRAY. ANDERSON WANTS TO ENCOURAGE ALL RECENT GRADUATES TO FOLLOW THEIR DREAMS. 
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“I’ve had people doubt me my entire life and I’m at a point now where I knew I was going to be, like years 

ago; just because I have faith in myself. Key thing is to just having faith and if you have a vision for yourself, just keep going after it and have faith in the man above and have faith in yourself.”

ANDERSON’S INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT IS FILLED WITH VIDEOS OF HIS HIP-HOP DANCING. HE CURRENTLY HAS OVER THIRTY-THREE THOUSAND FOLLOWERS. TO FOLLOW ANDERSON ON INSTAGRAM… HIS ACCOUNT IS “NEVER SAY NEVER A-J.” ///////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(----------------MICHAEL------------)

GLAD TO SEE A FORMER W-V-U NEWS REPORTER…IS FOLLOWING THEIR DREAMS…WE HOPE YOU CONTINUE TO HAVE SUCCESS ANDERSON. WELL THAT’S IT FOR W-V-U NEWS…I’M MICHAEL RINKER. 

(----------------MEGAN-------------) 

AND I’M MEGAN SCARANO. YOU CAN VISIT ONLINE ON OUR WEBSITE…OR YOU CAN ALSO WATCH OUR SHOWS ON YOUTUBE AND PLEASE FOLLOW US AND OUR REPORTERS ON TWITTER. THANKS FOR WATCHING WE’LL SEE YOU NEXT TIME.
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