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(----------------TAKE TZ----------------)

“I’m Christine Robinson and coming up on WVU News… I’ll tell you about the new WVU Medicine Center for Hope and Healing.” 

(----------------TAKE TZ----------------)

“I’m Claudia Sessa and coming up next on W-V-U News, I’ll tell you what the Morgantown taxpayers are paying for in the upcoming budget.”
(----------------TAKE TZ----------------)

“I’m Carly Vaniver and coming up next, I’ll tell you how the opioid crisis is impacting classrooms across the mountain state. Our Emmy Award Winning WVU News starts now.”

(--------------TAKE OPEN-------------)
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(---------------CLAUDIA---------------)

WEST VIRGINIA’S OPIOID CRISIS IS HITTING THOSE WHO ARE MOST VULNERABLE… CHILDREN IN THE CLASSROOM. I’M CLAUDIA SESSA.
(--------------CHRISTINE--------------)

AND I’M CHRISTINE ROBINSON. WE HAVE THE STORY OF HOW W-V-U MEDICINE IS HELPING THOSE… WHO ARE RECOVERING FROM ADDICTION.
(---------------CLAUDIA---------------)

THESE STORIES AND MORE ON W-V-U NEWS… AN EMMY AWARD WINNING NEWSCAST… PRODUCED BY TELEVISION JOURNALISM STUDENTS… RIGHT HERE AT WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(---------------CHRISTINE--------------)
ONE OF WEST VIRGINIA’S BIGGEST ISSUES IS AFFECTING ITS MOST VULNERABLE DEMOGRAPHIC. THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC HAS BEEN AFFECTING STATES AROUND THE NATION. 
(-----------------CLAUDIA--------------)

THAT’S RIGHT CHRISTINE.

BUT IN WEST VIRGINIA… IT’S HITTING CLOSER TO HOME… MORE THAN EVER BEFORE. NOW THE CRISIS IS AFFECTING EDUCATION IN THE STATE. JOINING US FROM SOCIAL SQUARE IS BROOKE HAWTHORNE… TO TELL US MORE… BROOKE?
(------TAKE SOCIAL BUMPER-----)

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(---------------BROOKE---------------)

THANKS CLAUDIA. WEST VIRGINIA STRUGGLES WITH THE HIGHEST RATE OF DRUG OVERDOSE DEATHS IN THE COUNTRY… WHILE A LOT OF THE FOCUS GOES TO THE ADDICTS AND THEIR TREATMENT… THERE’S A FORGOTTEN SEGMENT OF THE POPULATION… THAT’S SERIOUSLY AFFECTED. CARLY VANIVER HAS THE STORY.
(--------------TAKE PKG---------------)

THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN BEING IMPACTED BY THE STATEWIDE OPIOID EPIDEMIC KEEPS INCREASING… EVERY YEAR. THESE CHILDREN ARE BRINGING EXPERIENCES OF NEGLECT, TRAUMA AND MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES WITH THEM TO SCHOOL…AND TEACHERS ARE SEEING EFFECTS IN THE CLASSROOMS. 

“So if we have parents that are addicted to drugs, children coming in with their basic needs are not their first priority…we’re seeing kids that are hungry, we’re seeing kids who are not clothed, we’re seeing kids who are not sleeping so we’re kids who 

just don’t have that basic need being met.”
AND NICHOLS GOES ON TO SAY THAT IN THE CLASSROOM,
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THAT EQUATES TO NOT MEETING THEIR ACADEMIC NEEDS…IF THEY DON’T HAVE THE BASIC NEEDS OF FOOD AND CLOTHING. BUT THE KIDS AREN’T THE ONLY ONES BEING AFFECTED. A NEW STUDY DONE BY W-V-U RESEARCHERS FOUND THAT THIS IS TAKING A SERIOUS TOLL ON THE TEACHERS.

“In fact, one-third of the teachers claim that they’re constantly feeling burnt out because of the challenging environment the opioid crisis is creating in classrooms all over the state…but the researchers came up with a plan that they believe will help make a positive impact on the children and the state.”

“Some of the things we observed is that teachers are already going to each other for help and support, they’re using each other as resources, so we actually want to build upon that. We want to promote some sort of a buddy or mentoring system.”
TEACHERS ARE HOPING THAT ADDITIONAL TRAINING AND RESOURCES WILL SOON BE IMPLEMENTED STATEWIDE. CARLY VANIVER…WVU NEWS MORGANTOWN.

(------------------BROOKE--------------)

ACCORDING TO RESEARCHERS AT W-V-U… 70 PERCENT OF TEACHERS IN WEST VIRGINIA ARE SEEING AN INCREASE IN STUDENTS IMPACTED… BY
SOCIAL SQUARE-3
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SUBSTANCE ABUSE IN THEIR HOMES. BUT ONLY 10 PERCENT OF THEM KNOW HOW TO SUPPORT THOSE AFFECTED. IF YOU’D LIKE TO READ MORE ABOUT THE RESEARCH… VISIT THE ADDRESS AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR SCREEN.
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(----------------CHRISTINE-------------)

THANKS BROOKE. W-V-U MEDICINE IS ALSO LENDING A HAND TO THOSE WHO LIVE WITH SUBSTANCE ABUSE. IN 2017… WEST VIRGINIA ALONE HAD MORE THAN 900 DRUG RELATED DEATHS. IN MORGANTOWN… A NEW CENTER HAS JUST OPENED FOR THOSE SEEKING HELP WITH ADDICTION. I SPOKE WITH A RECOVERING ADDICT WHO REFLECTS ON HIS OWN PATH TO RECOVERY.

 (---------------TAKE PKG--------------)

BEFORE JON DOWER BEGAN WORKING AT THE WEST VIRGINIA SOBER LIVING HOME, HE WAS STRUGGLING TO KEEP HIS LIFE ON THE RIGHT TRACK. AS A YOUNG ADULT, HIS ADDICTION BEGAN WHEN HE STARTED USING SUBSTANCES. AFTER BEING IN MULTIPLE CAR ACCIDENTS, DOWER REALIZED THE PRESCRIBED OPIOIDS HELPED HIM FORGET ABOUT ALL OF HIS PAIN. 

“The opioids didn’t just work for the physical pain but they also worked for emotional pain and once I learned that behavior I started replicating it even without the need for pain medication, for physical symptoms.”  

HOPE & HEALING-2
ROBINSON/MILLER
3/27/2019

S: HOLD
S: CHRISTINE ROBINSON/

@ChrisRWVUNews

S: EMILY REEL/DIRECTOR OF
WVU HOPE & HEALING CENTER
AT 31 YEARS OLD, HIS ROAD TO RECOVERY WAS NOT AN EASY ONE, BUT BEING AROUND OTHERS IN THE COMMUNITY WHO WERE ALREADY ON THEIR JOURNEY WITH RECOVERY MOTIVATED HIM TO GET BETTER.

“They were individuals that really cared about me and were nonjudgmental and were there to help me really before I could even help myself”

“Misuse of prescription opioids affects an estimated 15 million people worldwide each year, but only 2 million people get the help they 

need. And at sober living homes like this one, it gives recovering addicts a second chance.”
BUT BEFORE COMING TO A SOBER LIVING HOUSE, PEOPLE NEED TO DETOX. HERE AT THE NEW WVU MEDICINE CENTER FOR HOPE AND HEALING, THOSE WITH A SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER GO THROUGH A 28-DAY RECOVERY PERIOD THAT PROVIDES A BLEND OF CARE. DIRECTOR OF THE CENTER EMILY REEL SAYS THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT THE STATE NEEDS.

“We have access to a lot of the greatest physicians, research, resources, to provide the best care that we can.”

DOWER TURNED HIS LIFE AROUND WITH A PROGRAM SIMILAR TO THIS ONE, AND HE
HOPE & HEALING-3
ROBINSON/MILLER

3/27/2019
S: HOLD
EFFECTS: RETURN TO CAMERA
2 (BACK-MONITOR-BOTH)
CG: U: www.wvumedicine.org/hope
PKG
TRT: 2:00
IS SO THANKFUL FOR WHERE HE IS NOW IN LIFE. 

“I’m a full time student at WVU, a father, I sponsor multiple guys in 12-step room, so my life has flourished and it was just because you know somebody gave me a second chance to do something that I didn’t have skills at. And now it’s much, much, much different.” 

DOWER JUST RECENTLY CELEBRATED SEVEN YEARS OF SOBRIETY. 

(-------------CHRISTINE-------------)
FAMILY AND FRIENDS WHO ARE WANTING TO HELP SOMEONE WITH SUBSTANCE ABUSE … CAN CONTACT THE W-V-U MEDICINE CENTER FOR HOPE AND HEALING…BY VISITING THE WEBSITE AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR SCREEN.
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(--------------CLAUDIA--------------)
THE PROPOSED CAMPUS CARRY BILL AT W-V-U WAS SHUT DOWN AFTER A LONG DEBATE.
(-----------CHRISTINE------------)

MANY STUDENTS PROTESTED THE BILL AS IT WAS MOVING THROUGH THE STATE LEGISLATURE. BUT HAVE THEIR OPINIONS CHANGED SINCE A RECENT SHOOTOUT NEAR CAMPUS?
(------------CLAUDIA----------------)

SHAYLA KLEIN JOINS US NOW FROM STUDIO B… SHAYLA RUSHED TO THE SCENE AFTER HEARING ABOUT SHOTS FIRED NEAR THE W-V-U DOWNTOWN CAMPUS. SHAYLA?////////////////////
SHOOTING
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(------------TAKE PKG---------)

JUST A DAY AFTER THE WEST VIRGINIA SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE KILLED THE CAMPUS CARRY BILL, MORGANTOWN POLICE RESPONDED TO REPORTS OF SHOTS FIRED NEAR CAMPUS. THOUGH THE SITUATION WAS CONTROLLED AND NO ONE IN THE AREA WAS HURT, STUDENTS WERE STILL BUZZING ABOUT THE FAILED BILL AND ABOUT THE ARMED FUGITIVE NEAR CAMPUS.
ARMED FUGITIVE DONQUALE GRAY WAS FOUND NEAR CAMPUS AVENUE.

U-S MARSHALLS WERE CHASING THE MAN WHEN HE SHOT AT ONE OF THE OFFICERS. THE U-S MARSHALS SERVICE FIRED BACK AND THE FUGITIVE WAS FOUND DEAD AT THE SCENE. W-V-U STUDENT PRESTON SURFACE SAID HE HEARD THE SHOTS WHILE WALKING TO CLASS.

“It made me feel unprotected. I didn’t feel like I could defend myself if I would’ve been a minute and a half earlier up the road. It could’ve been me at gunpoint so it doesn’t make me feel safe at all.”

THE FUGITIVE WAS WANTED FOR SHOOTING A BLUEFIELD, 

SHOOTING-2
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VIRGINIA POLICE OFFICER DURING A TRAFFIC STOP IN FEBRUARY. THOUGH CLASSES STAYED IN SESSION, W-V-U SENT OUT ALERTS WARNING STUDENTS OF A SHOTS FIRED SITUATION.

“Last year was one of the deadliest years on record for school shootings. On average, there was one school shooting every single week.”
WHILE U-S MARSHALS CHASED THE FUGITIVE, BOTH FALLING RUN AND COLLEGE AVENUE WERE CLOSED OFF TO TRAFFIC. SOME STUDENTS SAW SNIPERS ON TOP OF MING HSIEH HALL AND OFFICERS WITH LARGE GUNS. THESE IMAGES COMBINED WITH LITTLE INFORMATION AT THE TIME LEFT SOME STUDENTS TERRIFIED.

“People from both sides were definitely tweeting about it and I think you have your opinions…but it didn’t change mine at all. People need to be responsible with guns, that’s something…and there does need to be more gun control.”
CAMPUS CARRY WAS OFFICIALLY KILLED AT THE END OF THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION. LEGISLATORS WHO SUPPORT CAMPUS CARRY WON’T GET A CHANCE TO TRY TO PASS A SIMILAR BILL UNTIL NEXT YEAR’S LEGISLATIVE SESSION.

SHOOTING-3
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FOLLOWING THIS EVENT, WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY RECEIVED REPORTS THAT SOME STAFF AND STUDENTS HAD NOT RECEIVED THE TEXT ALERTS WARNING ABOUT THE SITUATION. ANYONE WHO DID NOT RECEIVE A NOTIFICATION ARE ENCOURAGED TO GO TO ALERT.WVU.EDU TO MAKE SURE THEIR INFORMATION IS CORRECT. NOW BACK TO YOU AT THE WATERFRONT STUDIO.
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(--------------CLAUDIA-------------)

THANKS SHAYLA. THE MORGANTOWN CITY COUNCIL RECENTLY REVIEWED THE CITY’S 2019-2020 BUDGET. THE BUDGET INCLUDES A TWO-POINT-FIVE-PERCENT COST OF LIVING INCREASE FOR CITY EMPLOYEES. THE COUNCIL VOTED SIX TO ONE TO ADOPT ITS ALMOST 37 AND A HALF MILLION DOLLAR BUDGET FOR THIS UPCOMING FISCAL YEAR. I WAS AT THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING TO FIND OUT MORE.

(--------------TAKE PKG--------------)

AT THIS CITY COUNCIL MEETING, CONCERNED CITIZENS STOOD UP TO SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS ON THE UPCOMING BUDGET… MANY OF THEM SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF THE MORGANTOWN BOARD OF PARKS AND RECREATION SAYING HOW IMPORTANT IT IS FOR THE CITY TO MAINTAIN THESE AREAS.

“The proximity of a park to where you live is very important in this culture and this community and our 

parks are aging so we need the additional budget in order to improve and really provide that necessary resource for our citizens and families.”

CITY BUDGET-2
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finance
 “In addition to the BOPARC budget, councilman Ryan Wallace attempted to amend a section of the budget proposed by city manager, Paul Brake, which dictates an in-house attorney. The amendment would have kept the city attorney’s office, right here, in City Hall.”
“I had some pretty serious concerns about the policy that we were trying to implement, especially the outsourcing of a public office. I think that if you’re in public service, you should be closely connected to the other elements of public service and I’m concerned that we are just outsourcing the legal department.”

THE AMENDMENT FAILED IN A FOUR TO THREE VOTE… ELIMINATING THE CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, OPTING FOR A PRIVATE AGREEMENT WITH A LOCAL LAW FIRM INSTEAD. OTHER ITEMS ON THE BUDGET INCLUDE THE SAFE STREETS AND SAFE COMMUNITY MUNICIPAL FEE GENERATING APPROXIMATELY FOUR AND A HALF MILLION DOLLARS FOR A FULL YEAR OF COLLECTIONS. 

(----------------CLAUDIA--------------)

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE MORGNATOWN CITY BUDGET, YOU CAN VISIT THE 

CITY BUDGET-3
SESSA/MILLER
3/27/2019
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ADDRESS AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR SCREEN.
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(----------------CHRISTINE------------)

THE CITY’S BUDGET HAS GROWN BY MORE THAN TWO MILLION DOLLARS FROM LAST YEAR.
(----------------CLAUDIA--------------)

AND CHRISTINE THE GROWING BUDGET IS IN LINE WITH THE STATE’S ECONOMY. 

(----------------TAKE VO--------------) THE STATE HAS ADDED ALMOST NINE-THOUSAND JOBS SINCE 2017. HOWEVER, THE MAJORITY OF THESE JOBS WERE CREATED IN JUST EIGHT COUNTIES…MONONGALIA, JEFFERSON, BERKELEY, MARSHALL, HARRISON, DODDRIDGE, RITCHIE AND JACKSON COUNTIES. AND MOST OF THESE JOBS WERE IN CONSTRUCTION, COAL, AND THE NATURAL GAS INDUSTRY. AS WELL AS OTHER BLUE-COLLAR JOBS. THE STATE WAS HIT HARD BY THE RECESSION AS WEST VIRGINIA LOST            26-THOUSAND JOBS FROM 20-12 TO 20-16. EXPERTS SAY THIS JOB SURGE IS A POSITIVE SIGN THAT THE ECONOMY IN THE STATE IS ON THE UPSWING….BUT CAUTION… THAT MANY CHALLENGES REMAIN./////////////////////////////////////
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(--------------CHRISTINE--------------)

THAT’S SOME GREAT NEWS FOR OUR STATE.
(--------------CLAUDIA--------------)
I AGREE. WELL IF YOU ENJOY WATCHING DANCING WITH THE STARS…YOU WONT WANT TO MISS OUR VERY OWN VERSION AT THE END OF THE SHOW.

(--------------CHRISTINE-----------AND COMING UP AFTER THE BREAK… JOHN LOWE TALKS ABOUT HOW STAR PLAYERS WILL GRIER AND DAVID SILLS PERFORMED… AT W-V-U FOOTBALL’S PRO DAY.
(----------------TAKE TZ---------------)

“I’m John Lowe and coming up next on WVU News, I will have all the highlights from West Virginia’s Pro Day.”

(-----SOT TZ ROLLS INTO PSA/SPORTS BUMPER----)
SPORTS TOSS
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(----------------CLAUDIA--------------)

WILL GRIER AND DAVID SILLS WERE TWO OF THE TOP SENIORS FROM THE 2018 W-V-U FOOTBALL CAMPAIGN.

(--------------CHRISTINE--------------)

SPORTS ANCHOR CHRIS MARZULLO JOINS US NOW WITH MORE… CHRIS?

(------------------CHRIS-----------------)

THANKS CHRISTINE… CLAUDIA. AND THEIR SUCCESS AT W-V-U HAS THEM GETTING LOOKS FROM N-F-L TEAMS. ONE OF THE MOST DYNAMIC DUOS IN W-V-U HISTORY GAVE N-F-L SCOUTS ANOTHER LOOK… AS GREER, SILLS AND OTHER MOUNTAINEERS…TRY TO INCREASE THEIR CHANCES OF BEING DRAFTED…BY ONE OF THE PRO TEAMS.
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(------------------CHRIS----------------)

SCOUTS FROM THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE ARRIVED IN MORGANTOWN TO SEE THE BEST TALENT W-V-U HAS TO OFFER…BEFORE THE UPCOMING N-F-L DRAFT. PLAYERS WENT THROUGH DRILLS SO SCOUTS COULD JUDGE…WHERE AND IF… THEY SHOULD BE DRAFTED. JOHN LOWE HAS MORE.

(----------------TAKE PKG-------------)
AT THE W-V-U INDOOR PRACTICE FACILITY, PROSPECTS TOOK PART IN ONE OF THE FINAL STOPS ON THE PATH FROM COLLEGE FOOTBALL TO THE N-F-L. AFTER PARTICIPATING IN THE SENIOR BOWL AND THE N-F-L COMBINE, WILL GRIER AND DAVID SILLS…AMONG OTHERS…RETURNED TO MORGANTOWN TO SHOW OFF THEIR SKILLS AT W-V-U’S PRO DAY.

“I’ve been living out of suitcases for a while now I’m ready to get settled down and play ball. I’m a football player. I’m excited to get to whatever place gives me an opportunity and then go play ball.”
WILL SHOULD HAVE PLENTY OF OPPORTUNITIES TO PLAY BALL AS SCOUTS FROM ALL 32 

SPORTS-2
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WVU WIDE RECEIVER

N-F-L TEAMS, INCLUDING STEELERS HEAD COACH MIKE TOMLIN, TOOK THE TRIP TO MORGANTOWN TO CHECK OUT THE AVAILABLE PROSPECTS. THE N-F-L MEDIA WAS ALSO IN FULL FORCE, WITH WILL, DAVID, AND GARY JENNINGS SITTING DOWN WITH THE N-F-L NETWORK.

FOR PROSPECTS, PRO DAY IS THE LAST OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE AN IMPRESSION TO N-F-L SCOUTS, AND MAKE THAT FINAL PUSH IN HOPES OF GETTING DRAFTED.

“Along with their game film, pro prospects also have to do other events such as the 40-yard dash and some other throwing drills to impress the NFL scouts.”
DURING PRO DAY, WILL DID NOT RUN THE 40 OR DO THE BROAD JUMP CHOOSING INSTEAD TO JUST THROW…REUNITED WITH SILLS, TREVON WESCO AND DOMINIQUE MAIDEN. FOR DAVID, THROWING WITH WILL IN FRONT OF THE SCOUTS MADE PRO DAY THAT MUCH SWEETER.

“I mean I felt good about the whole workout. Felt like me and Will were on the same page pretty much with everything. So it was good to throw and get back with him and throw in front of all these coaches.”
JOHN LOWE. W-V-U NEWS. MORGANTOWN.
SPORTS-3
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(------------------CHRIS----------------)

GRIER… SILLS… AND THE REST OF THE MOUNTAINEERS DECLARED FOR THE DRAFT… WILL NOW HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL LATE APRIL TO SEE WHERE THEY END UP. THE           N-F-L DRAFT IS APRIL 25TH THROUGH THE 27TH.
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(-----------------CLAUDIA-------------)

THANKS CHRIS. ANOTHER EXCITING EVENT RECENTLY TOOK PLACE RIGHT HERE ON W-V-U’S CAMPUS.

(---------------CHRISTINE-------------)

THAT’S RIGHT CLAUDIA. W-V-U PUT ITS OWN TWIST ON THE HIT T-V SHOW ‘DANCING WITH THE STARS’ WHEN THEY HELD THEIR ANNUAL ‘DANCING WITH OUR MOUNTAINEER STARS’ COMPETITION.

(---------------TAKE VO---------------)

SIXTEEN GROUPS OF STUDENTS AND STAFF COMPETED FOR THE COVETED FIRST PLACE MIRROR BALL TROPHY. FROM HIP-HOP DANCING…  TO SWING DANCING… DANCERS HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO CHOREOGRAPH THEIR OWN DANCE AND PICK THEIR OWN SONG. AND WE ARE HAPPY TO REPORT THAT OUR OWN FORMER W-V-U NEWS REPORTERS… SIERRA DAVIS AND ANDERSON SMALL WON FIRST PLACE… IN THE COMPETITION.
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(---------------CHRISTINE--------------)

THAT SOUNDS LIKE IT WAS A LOT OF FUN. WELL… THAT’S IT FOR THIS WEEK’S EDITION OF W-V-U NEWS… YOU CAN VISIT US ONLINE ON OUR WEBSITE.

(----------------CLAUDIA---------------)

YOU CAN ALSO WATCH OUR SHOWS ON YOUTUBE AND FOLLOW US AND OUR REPORTERS ON TWITTER… I’M CLAUDIA SESSA.

(---------------CHRISTINE--------------)

AND I’M CHRISTINE ROBINSON. THANKS FOR WATCHING… WE’LL SEE YOU NEXT TIME.
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