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(-----------------TAKE TZ---------------)

“I’m Claudia Sessa and coming up next on W-V-U News, I’ll tell you what’s in this bag that had some Morgantown residents concerned for their safety.”

(----------------TAKE TZ----------------)

“I’m Brooke Hawthorne and coming up on WVU News I’ll take you to the first autism awareness event held in Morgantown.”

(----------------TAKE TZ----------------)

“I’m Shayla Klein and straight ahead, I’ll tell you about a new school subject coming to all West Virginia schools. Our Emmy award-winning WVU News starts now.”

(---------------TAKE OPEN-------------)
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(----------------CHRISTINE-------------)

WEST VIRGINIA’S TECH INDUSTRY IS ON THE RISE… AND COMPUTER SCIENCE IS TAKING THE LEAD. I’M CHRISTINE ROBINSON.

(-----------------CLAUDIA--------------)

AND I’M CLAUDIA SESSA. WE HAVE THE STORY OF HOW THE CITY OF MORGANTOWN IS HELPING SPREAD AWARENESS ABOUT CHILDREN WITH AUTISM.
(----------------CHRISTINE-------------)

THESE STORIES AND MORE ON W-V-U NEWS… AN EMMY AWARD WINNING NEWSCAST… PRODUCED BY JOURNALISM STUDENTS… RIGHT HERE AT WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY.
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(----------------CHRISTINE-------------) 

ONE OF THE OLDEST HATE GROUPS IN THE UNITED STATES… LEFT ITS MARK ON THE NEIGHBORHOODS OF MORGANTOWN.
(-----------------CLAUDIA--------------)

RECENTLY… THERE WAS A RASH OF KU KLUX KLAN LITERATURE BEING DISTRIBUTED THROUGHOUT THE CITY OF MORGANTOWN. I SPOKE TO MORGANTOWN POLICE CHIEF… ED PRESTON… TO FIND OUT MORE.

(----------------TAKE PKG--------------)

RECENTLY, NEIGHBORHOODS AROUND MORGANTOWN RECEIVED KU KLUX KLAN LITERATURE. POLICE CHIEF ED PRESTON SAYS THAT THE LITERATURE WAS THROWN ONTO PEOPLES LAWNS BY A PASSING VEHICLE. 

“The facts were that this was a recruiting campaign by the Ku Klux Klan. It was not specifically targeted at any one group.” 
“Morgantown residents received bags like this on their property. The contents of the bag include bird seed to keep it weighed down and pieces of paper, similar to this one, with information on how to join the Loyal White Knights KKK group. The 
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Morgantown Police Department has already received plenty of these bags
but are still urging residents to call if they feel threatened.”

“It’s eased people’s minds, but at the same time, it doesn’t stop folks from feeling on edge because they may be in one of these groups that were degraded or denigrated by this organization.”

“It’s sickening. It’s repulsive. It’s shameful and I just take a little glimmer of hope that it’s not someone from our actual community. That it’s someone out of state or out of the community spreading this racism and hate.” 
BAGS LIKE THESE HAVE ALSO BEEN FOUND IN PENNSYLVANIA AND VIRGINIA. THE WHITE SUPREMACIST PAPERS HAVE BEEN ATTRIBUTED TO A K-K-K GROUP FROM REIDSVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA. THE PROPAGANDA IS PROTECTED BY THE FIRST AMENDMENT ALTHOUGH THE PEOPLE DELIVERING THIS MESSAGE, IF IDENTIFIED, COULD BE CHARGED WITH LITTERING FINES AND TRESPESSING. 

(-----------------CLAUDIA--------------)
IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IN THE MORGANTOWN ARE HAS SPOTTED THE PROPAGANDA FROM THE K-K-K… YOU CAN REPORT IT BY CALLING THE NUMBER AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR SCREEN.
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(---------------CHRISTINE--------------)

WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY IS TRYING TO MOVE AHEAD OF THE CURVE TO ENSURE TRANSGENDER EQUALITY… AND FIGHT DISCRIMINATION AGAINST THE TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY.
(----------------TAKE VO----------------)

THE TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY HELD A PANEL AT THE W-V-U COLLEGE OF LAW ON WHAT IT MEANS TO BE IN THEIR SHOES IN APPALACHIA. THERE… PEOPLE SHARED THEIR STRUGGLES AND EXPERIENCES OF BEING TRANSGENDER IN ONE OF THE MOST RELIGIOUS AND CONSERVATIVE AREAS IN THE COUNTRY. AS A MATTER OF FACT… WEST VIRGINIA HAS THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF TRANSGENDER TEENS IN THE NATION. AND WHILE THE TRANS COMMUNITY HAS MADE STEPS IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION… THEY SAY THEY STILL FACE AN UPHILL CLIMB TO REACH TRUE EQUALITY. THERE IS STILL NO TRANSGENDER OPTION ON DRIVER’S LICENSES IN THE STATE… AND STILL NO NATIONWIDE STATISTICS ON HATE CRIMES AGAINST TRANSGENDER PEOPLE.///////////
AUTISM AWARENESS
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(-----------------CLAUDIA--------------)

ABOUT 5% OF CHILDREN NATIONWIDE ARE AFFECTED BY AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER.
(---------------CHRISTINE--------------)

BUT WHAT EXACTLY DOES THAT MEAN? MORGANTOWN HOSTED ITS VERY FIRST FAMILY FUN NIGHT TO RAISE AWARENESS AND EDUCATE THE COMMUNITY. BROOKE HAWTHORNE HAS THE STORY.

(---------------TAKE PKG---------------)

THE EVENT OFFERED SENSORY FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS AND INFORMATION FOR PARENTS. IT ALSO GAVE THE COMMUNITY A CHANCE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW THE AUTISM SPECTRUM CAN MEAN A VARIETY OF THINGS.

“A lot of people don’t understand that it is a spectrum because I’ve had so many people ‘well he doesn’t look autistic’, but there’s no look, and there is a huge spectrum. It can be anything from a few little quirks with social anxiety to completely not functioning well in society at all.”

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER IS A DEVELOPMENTAL  DISABILITY THAT CAN CAUSE 

SOCIAL, COMMUNICATION, AND   BEHAVIOR CHALLENGES. 

“1 in 59 children is diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder. Events like
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this one are held to raise awareness 

and acceptance throughout the community.”

“Well first it was more important to bring awareness, and now I think it’s more important to bring acceptance because I think more people are aware of what autism is. I think we’ve done a good job of increasing the awareness, but acceptance is another thing.”

PARENTS SAY THAT HAVING A CHILD WITH AUTISM CAN MAKE EVERYDAY TASKS THAT OTHER PARENTS MAY TAKE FOR GRANTED, A CHALLENGE.
“As a parents, it can move you to tears. You could be having just a fine day, everything is fine, and then you see somebody be especially kind to your child, and I can just tear up suddenly just because it touches me so much when I receive the kindness and acceptance from other places.”

DOCTORS SAY EARLY DIAGNOSIS IS KEY TO GETTING THOSE WITH AUTISM THE RESOURCES THEY NEED TO HAVE A SUCCESSFUL FUTURE. BROOKE HAWTHORNE… WVU NEWS… MORGANTOWN.
(----------------CLAUDIA---------------)
BOYS ARE 4 TIMES MORE LIKELY TO BE DIAGNOSED WITH AUTISM THAN GIRLS… IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT AUTISM… VISIT THE 
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WEBSITE AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR SCREEN.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(---------------CHRISTINE-------------)

WHILE THE CITY OF MORGANTOWN IS TRYING TO HELP THOSE LESS FORTUNATE… THE WEST VIRGINIA STATE LEGISLATURE IS HELPING THOSE TRYING TO ATTEND COLLEGE.
(----------------CLAUDIA---------------)

CARLY VANIVER JOINS US FROM SOCIAL SQUARE TO TELL US WHAT THIS MEANS FOR THE FUTURE OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE MOUNTAIN STATE… CARLY?
(------TAKE SOCIAL BUMPER------)

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(-----------------CARLY----------------)

WEST VIRGINIA HAS BEEN RANKED AS ONE OF THE LEAST EDUCATED STATES…AND HAS THE HIGHEST STUDENT LOAN DEBT RATE IN THE NATION. MORE THAN A DOZEN STATES NATIONWIDE OFFER PROGRAMS TO MAKE HIGHER EDUCATION TUITION-FREE AND AFFORDABLE…AND NOW WEST VIRGINIA IS DOING THE SAME. 

(--------------TAKE PKG----------------)

WEST VIRGINIA RESIDENTS NOW HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGES FOR FREE…GOVERNOR JIM JUSTICE SIGNED SENATE BILL 1 ON MARCH 25TH…AND MANY PEOPLE ARE EXCITED TO SEE THE POSITIVE IMPACT IT WILL HAVE ON THE STATE.

“I think it’s fantastic. I think it’s a great way for not only the people that will take the programs to help out with the community, but also for people within the state to also be able to help the state with providing revenue within itself instead of having outside sources come in and taking all the jobs.” 
“But there are several requirements that must be met to be eligible to 
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receive the grants…like maintaining a 2.0 GPA, passing a drug test each 

semester and completing at least 8 hours of community service during your time of study.”

AND WHILE THIS BILL IS GIVING MORE WEST VIRGINIANS THE CHANCE TO REACH THEIR CAREER GOALS…IT’S ALSO GOING TO HELP TRANSFORM OUR STATE’S ECONOMY. 

“Part of the requirements is that they have to stay in the state for two years, and also part of it is that these are high-paying and high-state positions. These are positions that West Virginia desperately needs. What it’s going to do is propel our state to the next era, so to speak. If we can re-invest into West Virginia, then we’ll be recognized as a national economic engine.” 
THE MEASURE WILL OFFICIALLY GO INTO EFFECT ON JUNE 5TH. 

(----------------CARLY-----------------)
TO GET MORE INFORMATION OR FIND OUT IF YOU’RE ELIGIBLE, YOU CAN VISIT THE LINK AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR SCREEN… OR CALL YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

COLLEGE.
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(----------------CLAUDIA-------------)

WITH COMMUNITY COLLEGES BECOMING MORE AFFORDABLE… IT GIVES MORE STUDENTS THE OPPRTUNITY TO BE A PART OF ONE OF THE FASTEST GROWING JOB SECTORS IN THE STATE. COMPUTER SCIENCE AND TECH JOBS ARE ON THE RISE….AND THESE OPPORTUNITIES ARE HELPING DIVERSIFY WEST VIRGINIA’S ECONOMY. SHAYLA KLEIN JOINS US FROM STUDIO B TO TELL US MORE… ABOUT THIS EXPLODING INDUSTRY… SHAYLA?

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(-----------------TAKE PKG-------------)

GOVERNOR JIM JUSTICE RECENTLY SIGNED A BILL REQUIRING ALL WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS TO INCLUDE COMPUTER SCIENCE IN THEIR CURRICULUM. THIS MAKES WEST VIRGINIA THE FIRST STATE IN THE NATION TO REQUIRE COMPUTER SCIENCE CLASSES BEFORE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION. I SPOKE WITH THE PRINCIPAL OF NORTH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TO FIND OUT HOW THIS BILL MIGHT MAKE A DIFFERENCE LOCALLY AND ACROSS THE STATE.

WEST VIRGINIA HAS OVER A THOUSAND OPEN COMPUTER SCIENCE JOBS RIGHT NOW. AND THE AVERAGE COMPUTING JOB MAKES ABOUT 30 THOUSAND MORE THAN THE AVERAGE SALARY IN THE STATE. THESE STATS ARE THE REASON THAT PEOPLE PREDICT THIS BILL WILL ATTRACT TECH COMPANIES TO THE STATE AND DRIVE UP WEST VIRGINIA’S FAILING ECONOMY.

“The more literate our students can be with the computer sciences and the computer technologies, I think the better we will prepare them for the workforce of tomorrow.”
COMPUTER SCIENCE-2
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“But computer science wouldn’t just help improve the economy in the state. It would also help diversify the computer science industry. In 2017, only 15% of computer science graduates were female, but when women take a computer science class in high school, they are 10x more likely to major in that field.”
“It can be intimidating if I maybe don’t know the answer to a problem and I feel like all of them do, so maybe asking questions in that sort of sense can be, like, I don’t want to look stupid because I’m the only girl and I don’t know this. But then you kind of realize that they don’t know it either half the time.” 
COMPUTER SCIENCE HAS A LOWER GENDER WAGE GAP THAN OTHER FIELDS. AND COMPUTER SCIENCE MAJOR NICOLE PEDUZZI SAYS FOR HER, THE WORK IS SELF-FULFILLING.

“I’m a huge problem solver in real life with just day-to-day tasks, so being able to solve problems using the software and using the computer and writing code to fix something or solve something is pretty cool.”

UNTIL THIS BILL GOES INTO EFFECT, GIRLS CAN JOIN CODING CLUBS, WHICH ARE BECOMING POPULAR AMONG K-12 SCHOOLS. THESE SKILLS CAN GIVE GIRLS THE CONFIDENCE TO GO INTO MALE DOMINATED INDUSTRIES.
THE WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION WILL COME UP 
COMPUTER SCIENCE-3
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WITH A SPECIFIC POLICY FOR THE COMPUTER SCIENCE CURRICULUM BY THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR. NOW BACK TO YOU AT THE WATERFRONT STUDIO.
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(---------------CHRISTINE-------------)

THANKS SHAYLA. THAT SHOULD OPEN A LOT OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS.

(----------------CLAUDIA--------------)

I AGREE. COMING UP AFTER THE BREAK… CHRIS MARZULLO JOINS US IN THE STUDIO TO TELL US ABOUT W-V-U FOOTBALL’S SPRING PRACTICE… UNDER NEW HEAD COACH… NEAL BROWN.

(----------------TAKE TZ----------------)

“I’m Chris Marzullo…and coming up next on W-V-U News…I’ll take you inside one of the W-V-U Football spring practices.”

(SOT TZ ROLLS INTO PSA/WVU NEWS PROMO

SPORTS BUMPER)
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(---------------CHRISTINE--------------)

IT ISN’T FALL IN MORGANTOWN YET… BUT THE W-V-U FOOTBALL TEAM IS WORKING HARD UNDER ITS NEW COACH.

(----------------CLAUDIA---------------)

SPORTS ANCHOR CHRIS MARZULLO HAS MORE… CHRIS?
(------------------CHRIS------------------)

THANKS CLAUDIA… CHRISTINE. AFTER A DISAPPOINTING END TO THE 20-18 SEASON… THE MOUNTAINEER FOOTBALL TEAM HAS FOUND NEW ENERGY WITH HEAD COACH NEAL BROWN….AS SPRING PRACTICE IS IN FULL SWING AT THE MILAN PUSKAR STADIUM.

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(--------------------CHRIS----------------)

WITH A QUARTERBACK BATTLE RAGING ON AND OTHER POSITIONS UP FOR GRABS… SPRING PRACTICE FOR THE MOUNTAINEERS HAS BEEN AS TOUGH AS EVER. NEAL BROWN IS HOPING TO INSTILL A NEW MEANING TO THE PHRASE ‘MOUNTAINEER MENTALITY.’

(----------------TAKE PKG--------------)

THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF OFFENSIVE SUCCESS STARTS WITH THE OFFENSIVE LINE. THAT’S WHY NEAL BROWN BROUGHT IN MATT MOORE. AFTER PRACTICE…COACH MOORE DISCUSSED HOW HE FEELS THE GUYS UP FRONT HAVE BEEN LOOKING.

“We just made some mistakes that we got to clear up…and we got to continue to work on it…and get our technique better…pad level…you know just basic fundamental stuff.”

MOVING ONTO THE DEFENSIVE SIDE OF THE BALL. THE DEFENSIVE BACKS…ALTHOUGH THEY ARE INEXPERIENCED AT THE COLLEGIATE LEVEL…POSSESS A TALENTED GROUP. AS YOU CAN SEE HERE…EVERY MOVE THEY MAKE GETS BROKEN DOWN BY THE COACHING STAFF IN ORDER TO LIMIT ANY 
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WASTED MOVEMENT POTENTIALLY RESULTING IN A FLAG.

“Following the completion of another spring practice…right behind me on the stadium…I caught up with Coach Neal Brown to discuss more about how the spring is going for him…his staff…and the rest of his players.”

“I would say the defense is a little further ahead than the offense…some of that is because of experience…some of that’s just because it’s the way it works early in fall camp or early in spring ball. I thought the defense dominated early in the open field…and really the defensive line really controlled the early parts of the scrimmage.

THE WIDE RECEIVERS ALSO GOT THEIR REPS IN. A STRESSFUL OFFSEASON FOR THIS GROUP AFTER LOSING MULTIPLE SENIORS. BUT, ONE WIDE RECEIVER IN PARTICULAR…TJ SIMMONS…HAS BEEN LOOKED UP TO AS A LEADER TO BRING HIS LARGER THAN LIFE PERSONALITY TO PRACTICE EVERY SINGLE DAY…AS YOU CAN SEE RIGHT HERE.

“Yeah the energy does reflect my personality…if you ask any of my friends…I’m always smiling…always trying to have a good time…I’m always up beat.”

SPRING PRACTICES WILL CONTINUE FOR ABOUT ANOTHER MONTH OR SO AS

THE TEAM LOOKS TO BE FULLY
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HEADING INTO SUMMER CAMP. I’M CHRIS MARZULLO WITH W-V-U NEWS IN MORGANTOWN.

(--------------------CHRIS----------------)
W-V-U FOOTBALL’S GOLD-BLUE SPRING GAME WILL TAKE PLACE IN MILAN PUSKAR STADIUM… ON APRIL 13TH… AT 1 O’CLOCK. COME OUT AND SUPPORT THE MOUNTAINEERS… AND GET A FIRST LOOK OF THE TEAM UNDER NEW LEADERSHIP.
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(---------------CHRISTINE--------------)

I CAN’T WAIT TO SEE THE MOUNTAINEERS IN ACTION UNDER A NEW HEAD COACH…T WELL… THAT’S IT FOR THIS WEEK’S EDITION OF W-V-U NEWS… YOU CAN VISIT US ONLINE ON OUR WEBSITE.

(----------------CLAUDIA---------------)

YOU CAN ALSO WATCH OUR SHOWS ON YOUTUBE AND PLEASE FOLLOW US AND OUR REPORTERS ON TWITTER. I’M CLAUDIA SESSA.

(---------------CHRISTINE--------------)

AND I’M CHRISTINE ROBINSON. THANKS FOR WATCHING… WE’LL SEE YOU NEXT TIME.
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