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(----------------TAKE TZ---------------)
“I’m Megan Scarano and straight ahead on W-V-U News I’ll tell you how you can properly dispose of your prescriptions and help combat the opioid crisis in your own home.” 

(----------------TAKE TZ---------------)
“876 feet. That’s how much vertical space exists between the New River Gorge Bridge and the river below. I’m Sarah Poteracki and coming up next on W-V-U news, I’ll show you what keeps thousands flocking to this bridge each year.” 

(----------------TAKE TZ---------------)
“I’m Victoria Donatelli and coming up on WVU News I’ll tell you about a House Bill that was passed in West Virginia and that could potentially affect the public school system, our Emmy award winning W-V-U News starts now.”///////////////////////////////////


(-------------TAKE OPEN--------------)
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(---------------VICTORIA-------------)
ARE CHARTER SCHOOLS BETTER THAN TRADITIONAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS? THE BILL TO ALLOW CHARTER SCHOOLS HAS PASSED…SO, WHAT’S NEXT?
I’M VICTORIA DONATELLI.
(---------------GILLIAN---------------)
AND I’M GILLIAN BROOKS. NEARLY 12-MILLION POUNDS OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS HAVE BEEN COLLECTED IN THE LAST DECADE…FOR THE NATIONAL PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE BACK DAY.
(---------------VICTORIA--------------)
THESE STORIES AND MORE ON W-V-U NEWS… AN EMMY AWARD WINNING NEWSCAST… PRODUCED BY TELEVISION JOURNALISM STUDENTS… RIGHT HERE AT WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY.
///////////////////////////////////////////////////
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S: SAM BURNETT/
TEACHER MORGANTOWN HIGH SCHOOL



(----------------GILLIAN---------------)
COULD A CHARTER SCHOOL BE COMING TO YOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT? IT’S A POSSIBILITY AFTER GOVERNOR JIM JUSTICE SIGNED A HOUSE BILL INTO EFFECT THIS PAST SUMMER. 
(---------------VICTORIA-------------)
CHARTER SCHOOLS MAY NOW OPERATE IN THE MOUNTAINSTATE…BEGINNING JULY OF NEXT YEAR. AND THERE’S MIXED FEELINGS ABOUT IT. I FOUND OUT MORE ON WHAT THE BILL ENTAILS… 
(-------------TAKE PKG--------------)
SAM BURNETT HAS BEEN A TEACHER IN WEST VIRGINIA FOR MORE THAN TWO DECADES. HE’S SO PASSIONATE ABOUT THE PROFESSION OF TEACHING.
HE IS ALSO THE PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS IN MONONGALIA COUNTY. HOUSE BILL 206 WAS SIGNED INTO LAW IN JUNE OF THIS YEAR. IT OPENS WEST VIRGINIA TO IT’S FIRST CHARTER SCHOOLS. I SPOKE WITH SAM BURNETT AND HE EXPLAINED WHY IT’S IMPORTANT FOR TEACHERS TO SPEAK UP.     
“As a public school teacher you come to realize that you have to advocate for your profession. It’s one of the
CHARTER SCHOOLS-2
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only professions where you actually have to fight to be able to do.”
TEACHERS HAVE OPPOSED THE EFFORT OF CHARTER SCHOOLS…. SAYING IT'S A MOVE THAT WILL STEER MONEY AWAY FROM PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
“We have a limited amount of resources in public education and we need to direct those public funds directly to public schools and their classrooms.”
These publicly funded privately run schools enroll about 3.1 million students in 43 states. So you’d think Americans would know a lot about charter schools right?
A GALLUP POLL DISCOVERED THAT WHILE THERE TENDS TO BE A LOT OF SUPPORT FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS IT ALSO REVEALED THAT NEARLY 50% OF AMERICANS DIDN’T KNOW
THAT CHARTER SCHOOLS WERE PUBLICLY FUNDED.
“Instead of changing the whole school system, lets just work on the one we had and get better education, better technology in the school and the teachers.” 
CHARTER SCHOOLS ARE NOT GOVERNED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. THEY CAN’T BE TOLD WHAT TYPE OF CURRICULUM TO OFFER OR WHAT KIND OF FOOD 
TO SERVE AT LUNCH. AND EACH STATE HAS ITS OWN LAWS ON HOW TO DISTRIBUTE 
CHARTER SCHOOLS-3
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MONEY TO INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS.///////////////////////////////////
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(--------------VICTORIA--------------)
THE DEBATE OVER CHARTER SCHOOLS CONTINUES…AS RECENT POLLS SHOW THAT ONLY SIXTY-ONE PERCENT OF AMERICANS… SUPPORT CHARTER SCHOOLS.
(-------------GILLIAN----------------)
AS THE COUNTRY IS DIVIDED ON SUPPORT FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS… THE COUNTRY IS ALSO SPLIT ON GLOBAL WARMING. ONLY SIXTY-NINE PERCENT OF ADULTS ACTUALLY BELIEVE IN GLOBAL WARMING. 
(-------------VICTORIA------------)
HOWEVER… SCIENTISTS HERE IN WEST VIRGINIA CAN ALREADY DOCUMENT THE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE.
MADISON GREER JOINS US NOW WITH MORE FROM SOCIAL SQUARE…MADISON?
(------TAKE SOCIAL BUMPER----)
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(---------------MADISON---------------)
THANKS VICTORIA…. GILLIAN. WEST VIRGINIA IS RANKED THE SECOND-LEAST GREEN STATE IN AMERICA. THE STUDY TAKES INTO ACCOUNT ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY, ECO-FRIENDLY BEHAVIORS AND CLIMATE CHANGE CONTRIBUTIONS… AND WEST VIRGINIA RANKS IN THE BOTTOM TEN ON EACH OF THOSE LEVELS. I FOUND OUT WHAT FACULTY AT W-V-U ARE DOING TO MAKE THE MOUNTAIN STATE MORE ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY.
(-------------TAKE PKG---------------)
CARBON DIOXIDE EMISSIONS ARE WEST VIRGINIA’S BIGGEST ENVIRONMENTAL OFFENDER. THEY ARE RELEASED DURING THE COMBUSTION OF FOSSIL FUELS…  AND W-V-U FACULTY HAVE DISCOVERED WAYS TO LOWER THE AMOUNT OF RELEASED C-O-2 EMISSIONS. TIMOTHY CARR AND HIS M-SEEL NATURAL GAS PLANT IS JUST ONE OF THEM.
“What it has to do with is the natural gas production in the Appalachian Basin. And…  you know… the Appalachian basin, if it was a country, would be the third biggest producer of gas in the world.”
SOCIAL SQUARE-2
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HIS M-SEEL SITE IN
MORGANTOWN MONITORS
NATURAL GAS WELLS BY 
USING DUAL-FUEL ENGINES… WHICH REDUCE THE AMOUNT 
OF C-O-2 EMISSIONS GIVEN OFF DURING THE EXTRACTION PROCESS.
“So natural gas can reduce CO2 emissions for as long as we want the energy.”
W-V-U STATLER COLLEGE PROFESSORS HAVE DISCOVERED A NEW FORM OF ECO-FRIENDLY ENERGY THAT CAN SAFELY BE TRANSPORTED UNDERGROUND.
“The energy is carbon-neutral… meaning it reduces the amount of C-O-2 emissions. And West Virginia alone releases 100 million metric tons of C-O-2 emissions per year.”
THE COAL INDUSTRY IS THE MAIN CULPRIT WHEN IT COMES TO PRODUCING THAT MUCH C-O-2. WEST VIRGINIA IS THE SECOND LARGEST COAL PRODUCING STATE… AND THE EMISSIONS AND POLLUTION FROM COAL PRODUCTION HAVE SOME RESIDENTS CONCERNED.
“The science is behind us in the reality of climate change. And those actions can also bring good things like less pollution.”
THE BEST WAY TO REDUCE 
YOUR CARBON FOOTPRINT IS
TO BE MINDFUL OF THE ENERGY YOU ARE USING… 
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TURN OFF LIGHTS WHEN YOU AREN’T USING THEM AND WALK WHEN YOU CAN INSTEAD OF DRIVING.
(-------------MADISON----------------)
W-V-U WAS RECENTLY GIVEN A FOUR-HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLAR GRANT THAT WILL ALSO HELP UNCOVER WAYS TO BE MORE ECO-FRIENDLY. 
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(-----------------GILLIAN---------------)
THANKS FOR THAT REPORT MADISON. WHILE WEST VIRGINIA IS TRYING TO TAKE ON THE ENERGY CRISIS… OFFICERS RIGHT HERE IN MORGANTOWN ARE TRYING TO MANAGE THE OPIOID CRISIS. OUR OWN MEGAN SCARANO REPORTS HOW CRUCIAL IT IS TO PREVENT THE ABUSE OF OPIOIDS AND OTHER PRESCRIPTION DRUGS.
(-------------TAKE PKG--------------)
DRUG TAKE BACK DAY IS A DAY SET ASIDE FOR PEOPLE TO BRING BACK THEIR UNUSED PRESCRIPTION DRUGS TO DISPOSE OF THEM IN A SAFE AND RESPONSIBLE WAY.
SINCE ITS START THE D-E-A LOCATIONS HAVE COLLECTED ABOUT 12 MILLION POUNDS OF UNUSED PRESCRIPTION DRUGS.  
SHERIFF DEPUTY AL KINSER SAYS THE MOST IMPORTANT REASON TO GET THE UNUSED PRESCRIPTIONS OUT OF YOUR HOME COULD BE YOUR OWN SAFETY.
“You don’t want to make yourself a target of someone that would take advantage of you, simply because they know or think that you may have drugs in your home that they could use to get high.”

DRUG DAY-2
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EXPERTS SAY REGULARLY DISPOSING OF YOUR MEDICATIONS LOWERS THE CHANCE OF SOMEONE YOU KNOW ABUSING PRESCRIPTION DRUGS.
“The D-E-A reports almost 10 million Americans misuse prescription drugs, and while some are prescribed by their doctor and picked up at the pharmacy, many are stolen off the shelves of a friend or family members medicine cabinet.” 
AND MORGANTOWN RESIDENTS AGREE THAT PROPERLY DISPOSING OF YOUR MEDICATIONS IS TO BE TAKEN MORE SERIOUSLY.
“Because you don’t want it to be available to children, who should not have it needless to say. Nor do you want to have it available to oldsters who sometimes get confused on the type of medicine and when they should take it. So, if it is something, they shouldn’t take it should not be available.”
DRUG TAKE BACK DAY HAPPENS TWICE A YEAR, BUT THERE ARE ALTERNATIVE WAYS TO GETTING RID OF MEDICATIONS.
“You can put your drugs in the coffee grounds, put water in the coffee grounds, let them sit for a while and they will dissipate completely, and you can just throw them away.”
THIS YEAR THE MON COUNTY LOCATIONS COLLECTED 
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ELEVEN BOXES OF UNUSED PRESCRIPTION DRUGS. 
MEGAN SCARANO. W-V-U NEWS. MORGANTOWN.
(------------------GILLIAN--------------)
IF YOU STILL NEED TO DROP OFF YOUR UNUSED PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS… C-V-S PHARMACIES THROUGHOUT MONONGALIA COUNTY HAVE DRUG DISPOSAL BOXES YEAR-ROUND. 
/////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(------------VICTORIA--------------)
DID YOU KNOW WEST VIRGINIA HAS THE THIRD TALLEST BRIDGE IN THE UNITED STATES… AND THAT PEOPLE HAVE THE CHANCE TO JUMP OFF OF IT ONCE A YEAR…? THE NEW RIVER GORGE BRIDGE DAY RECENTLY TOOK PLACE…  AND OUR OWN SARAH POTERACKI GOT THE CHANCE TO ATTEND THIS ANNUAL EVENT. SHE JOINS US NOW FROM STUDIO-B WITH AN INSIDE LOOK INTO THE ADRENALINE RUSHING DAY… SARAH?
/////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(-------------TAKE PKG----------------)
FOR THREE-HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FOUR DAYS OUT OF THE YEAR IT’S ILLEGAL TO BASE JUMP IN NATIONAL PARKS. BUT DURING THE NEW RIVER GORGE BRIDGE DAY, OVER THREE-HUNDRED PARTICIPANTS HAVE SIX HOURS TO TAKE AS MANY LEGAL LEAPS AS THEIR HEARTS DESIRE.
BRIDGE DAY IS A SIX HOUR EXTRAVAGANZA FILLED WITH A MULTITUDE OF ACTIVITIES INCLUDING BASE JUMPING, CATAPULTING, RAPPELLING, HIGHLINING, AND LOTS OF VENDORS. ROBIN MOORE TOLD ME WHAT BROUGHT HER TO THE GORGE MOMENTS BEFORE SHE WAS CATAPULTED INTO IT.
“I’m here to BASE jump, live life, feel the adrenaline, feel the rush. I just love a wild ride and this is about as wild as you can get.”
THE NEW RIVER GORGE BRIDGE IS BUILT OF AMAZING STATISTICS.
“3030 feet long, 876 feet high and 70 feet wide. Build time took 3 years but design time took the equivalent of one man working 40 hours a week for 15 years.” 
ONE OF THE MOST AMAZING PARTS OF BRIDGE DAY ARE 
BRIDGE DAY-2
POTERACKI/MILLS
11/06/19
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S: JARED BAILEY/ATTENDEE FROM NORTH CAROLINA




S: PHIL AND KIM SKELTON/ATTENDEES FROM FLORIDA
THE STORIES OF THOSE DARING ENOUGH TO MAKE THE DIVE. 
FOR SOME, BRIDGE DAY TAKES ON SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE. I SPOKE WITH CHRISTIAN STEVENS AND ANNA ELKINS ABOUT HOW THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF LARRY LEMASTER TURNED BRIDGE DAY INTO A MEMORIAL.
“He was on an airplane in O’ahu Hawaii this summer, he was a tandem instructor, and the plane went down. Everybody on board died instantly.”
DURING ONE SPECIAL JUMP, STEVENS FLEW A 700-FOOT AMERICAN FLAG IN LEMASTER’S MEMORY.
“So I did a tandem BASE jump and so did his daughter Kierstan just to honor Larry and his passion for skydiving and BASE jumping.” 
THE FIRST BRIDGE DAY WAS HELD IN 1980 WITH 5 PARACHUTISTS MAKING THE JUMP IN FRONT OF A CROWD OF ROUGHLY 40,000. SINCE THEN, THE ANNUAL BRIDGE DAY’S ATTENDANCE HAS GROWN TO NEARLY 100,000 PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD. 
“We’ve driven before and have picked up people that were coming from all over the country to do this so I know that it’s a big deal to be able to do it legally.”
“We’ve had a great time up here.”
 “I think I might do a tandem next year.”
“Yeah.”
BRIDGE DAY-3
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PKG
TRT: 2:40
“Yeah.”
“Not with me!”
WHAT MANY ATTENDEES DON’T SEE ARE THE REPELLERS SLOWLY DESCENDING INTO THE GORGE. KEN ADAMS 
SPEAKS TO HIS EXPERIENCE OF BEING WHAT ONE REPELLER JOKINGLY CALLED “A GOBLIN UNDER THE BRIDGE”.
“You guys think about Bridge Day for BASE jumping, that’s not at all what we think. We’re under the bridge and we get on rope and we have a lot of fun down there.”
ONE THING IS FOR SURE. THE NEW RIVER GORGE BRIDGE DAY HAS A LITTLE BIT OF SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE.
THE POPULATION OF FAYETVILLE, WEST VIRGINIA IS 2,800. BUT ON BRIDGE DAY 2019, IT GREW BY 100,000. WITH ATTENDANCE GROWING YEAR AFTER YEAR, IT IS CLEAR TO SEE WHY BRIDGE DAY HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF THE TOP 100 FESTIVALS IN AMERICA.
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(---------------GILLIAN--------------)
THANKS SARAH. WOW, HOW AMAZING DOES THAT LOOK? I’D LOVE TO GO NEXT YEAR.
(-------------VICTORIA--------------)
ME TOO GILLIAN. COMING UP AFTER THE BREAK… GLENN KITTLE JOINS US IN THE STUDIO TO GIVE US AN INSIDE LOOK INTO W-V-U’S HIGHLY RANKED GOLF TEAM THIS YEAR. 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(----------------GILLIAN----------------)
W-V-U GOLF IS HALFWAY THROUGH THEIR SEASON AND THEY SEEM TO BE PICKING UP THE PACE AS POST SEASON PLAY GETS CLOSER.
(---------------VICTORIA--------------)
AND GLENN KITTLE JOINS US NOW WITH MORE ON THAT STORY…GLENN?
(------------------GLENN----------------)
THANKS VICTORIA…GILLIAN.  OUR GOLF TEAM HAS BEEN ON THE RISE THE PAST COUPLE OF TOURNAMENTS…WITH A HUGE WIN OVER TEXAS TECH AS WELL AS A TIE…VERSUS THE REIGNING NATIONAL CHAMPIONS…OKLAHOMA STATE.
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(---------------GLENN------------------)
BUT THIS YEAR… IT SEEMS LIKE THE TEAM HAS A NEW MOTIVATION TO SUCCEED. AND OUR GOLF TEAM HAS FOUND THEMSELVES RANKED … TWENTY-FIFTH IN THE COUNTRY. LAST YEAR… THE TEAM MISSED OUT ON THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP BY ONLY TWO STROKES..LIGHTING A FIRE UNDER THEM TO MAKE AN IMPACT THIS SEASON.
(--------------TAKE PKG--------------)
W-V-U GOLF HAS ONLY BEEN BACK FOR THE PAST FOUR YEARS BUT THEY’RE ALREADY MAKING AN IMPACT BY BEATING TEXAS TECH AND TYING FORMER NATIONAL CHAMPIONS OKLAHOMA STATE BUT THIS DOESN’T COME AS A SURPRISE FOR SENIOR ETIENNE PAPINEAU WHO SAYS THIS TEAM HAS THE TALENT TO SUCCEED. 
“Oh yeah as coach said earlier, we have a really really good team really deep. Everybody can play I mean Sharp has played really good golf, Logan, Mark, Philly, Niko I mean we have a really good team and I just feel like if we keep knocking on the door then someone is going to let us in.”
“However, this year it’s different for the W-V-U golf team last year they just barely missed out on the national championship by two strokes leaving a fire under them that’s sure to heat 
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up the competition going into later play.”
COACH SEAN COVICH TOOK ME THROUGH HOW THIS TEAM FELT ABOUT MISSING OUT ON THAT OPPORTUNITY.
“Yeah being there and having a chance to win was big for us to prove to ourselves that we could do it. We were definitely disappointed that we didn’t advance. Like I said we get one or two breaks then we move on, but you can definitely use that disappointment to kind of keep you motivated for the rest of the season.”
THIS TEAM MAY BE NEW… BUT IT’S CLEAR THEY HAVE THE DEPTH AND MOTIVATION TO KEEP MOVING FORWARD. HOPEFULLY, DRIVING THEM INTO THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP CONVERSATION. 
(---------------GLENN------------------)
TO FIND MORE INFORMATION ON THE W-V-U GOLF TEAM…LIKE THEIR SCHEDULE, ROSTER AND RANKINGS, VISIT THE WEBSITE AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR SCREEN. 
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(-------------VICTORIA---------------)
THANKS GLENN. IT’S BEEN FIVE YEARS OF PLANNING THAT HAS FINALLY PAID OFF.
(----------------GILLIAN-------------)
THAT’S RIGHT VICTORIA. MYLAN PARK RECENTLY OPENED THE NEW AQUATIC CENTER TO THE PUBLIC. 
(-------------TAKE VO--------------)
THIS IMPRESSIVE, STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY IS                    90-THOUSAND SQUARE FEET. IT FEATURES A 50-METER OLYMPIC POOL FOR W-V-U’S SWIM TEAM…COMPLETE WITH A DIVING BOARD. IT’S ALSO HOME TO A COMMUNITY POOL, A KIDS PLAY AREA WITH THREE WATER SLIDES, A            SIX-LANE LAP POOL, OUTDOOR SPLASH PAD AND MUCH MORE. HUNDREDS OF RESIDENTS ENJOYED THE FACILITY AT ITS GRAND OPENING ON NOVEMBER FIRST. 
YOU CAN BUY YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS BASED ON THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN YOUR FAMILY AND DAY PASSES TO THE AQUATIC CENTER…ARE AVAILABLE FOR ONLY SIX DOLLARS A PERSON. ///////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(--------------VICTORIA--------------) THAT LOOKS LIKE FUN! AND BEFORE WE FINISH… WE’D LIKE TO CONGRATULATE THE STUDENTS WHO WERE CHOSEN TO COMPETE FOR THE TITLE OF MISTER AND MISSES MOUNTAINEER THIS YEAR... INCLUDING OUR OWN REED COLLEGE OF MEDIA SENIOR… PATRICK ORSAGOS. WELL… THAT’S IT FOR THIS WEEKS EDITION OF W-V-U NEWS…. I’M VICTORIA DONATELLI. 
(-----------GILLIAN----------------)
AND I’M GILLIAN BROOKS. YOU CAN VISIT US ONLINE ON OUR WEBSITE… OR YOU CAN ALSO WATCH OUR SHOWS ON YOUTUBE AND PLEASE FOLLOW US AND OUR REPORTERS ON TWITTER. THANKS FOR WATCHING… WE’LL SEE YOU NEXT TIME.
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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