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(---------------TAKE TZ--------------)

“I’m Shayla Klein and coming up next on WVU News, I’ll tell you why students and professors are protesting.”
(---------------TAKE TZ--------------)

“I’m Claudia Sessa and coming up on WVU News, I’ll tell you the city of Morgantown’s plans to promote pedestrian safety.” 

(---------------TAKE TZ--------------)

“Senate Bill 451 was killed after hours of teachers striking. What does this mean for the future of education in West Virginia? I’m Carly Vaniver and I’ll have more on that story coming up next…our Emmy award winning WVU News starts now.” 
(-------------TAKE OPEN------------)
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(--------------CHRISTINE-------------)

PROTESTS ARE TAKING PLACE ON CAMPUS AT W-V-U… OVER A GUN BILL…THE WEST VIRGINIA STATE LEGISLATURE IS ATTEMPTING TO PASS. I’M CHRISTINE ROBINSON.
(---------------CLAUDIA--------------)

AND I’M CLAUDIA SESSA. WE HAVE THE STORY OF THE SECOND TEACHER STRIKE IN JUST OVER A YEAR…IN WEST VIRGINIA… AND HOW IT HAS CHANGED THE PATH OF EDUCATION REFORM.
(--------------CHRISTINE-------------)

THESE STORIES AND MORE ON W-V-U NEWS… AN EMMY AWRD WINNING NEWSCAST… PRODUCED BY TELEVISION JOURNALISM STUDENTS… RIGHT HERE AT WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY.

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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TRT: 0:30
(----------------CLAUDIA-------------)
STUDENTS AND ADMINISTRATORS AT W-V-U ARE MAKING THEIR VOICES HEARD ABOUT A BILL GOING THROUGH THE STATE LEGISLATURE…THAT WOULD ALLOW PEOPLE TO CONCEAL AND CARRY GUNS ON CAMPUS… ALSO KNOWN AS THE CAMPUS CARRY BILL.
(--------------CHRISTINE-------------) THE WEST VIRGINIA HOUSE OF DELEGATES RECENTLY VOTED TO PASS HOUSE BILL 2-5-1-9. THE BILL IS NOW GOING TO THE SENATE FOR CONSIDERATION. PROTESTS HAVE BEEN TAKING PLACE ON CAMPUS… AND PEOPLE HAVE A LOT TO SAY ON BOTH SIDES. SHAYLA KLEIN JOINS US NOW FROM STUDIO B… TO TELL US MORE ABOUT WHAT THIS MEANS FOR UNIVERSITIES AROUND THE MOUNTAIN STATE. SHAYLA? ///////////////////////////////////////////////////
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STUDENT FOR CAMPUS CARRY
(--------------TAKE PKG--------------)
CURRENT LAW LEAVES CONCEAL CARRY ISSUES UP TO UNIVERSITY POLICY. BUT IF THIS BILL IS PASSED, WEST VIRGINIA COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES WILL HAVE UNTIL JULY OF 2020 TO ALLOW THOSE WITH A CONCEALED HANDGUN LICENSE TO CONCEAL CARRY A WEAPON ON CAMPUS.

EMOTIONS ARE HIGH ON BOTH ENDS OF THE POLARIZING CAMPUS CARRY BILL. AND THIS PROTEST AT WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY IS A PERFECT EXAMPLE OF JUST HOW PASSIONATE EACH SIDE IS.

“I think it’s a little absurd given that we can already have guns in locked cars on campus. I don’t see the need to be able to have guns in a classroom environment. It doesn’t make much sense to me.”

“On one hand, those who oppose the bill believe it would promote violence on campus. On the other hand, those who support the bill believe that it would de-escalate a violent situation.”

“If somebody enters a classroom that’s armed and wishes to do people ill will, I would much rather have that person hurt than somebody else 

CAMPUS CARRY-2
KLEIN/MILLER
3/6/2019
S: JACKSON WOLFE/ WVU STUDENT FOR CAMPUS CARRY
hurt, and so if there’s any way that you can reduce that threat, I’m all for it.”

10 STATES ACROSS THE NATION HAVE ALREADY PASSED A SIMILAR BILL WHILE 18 STATES PASSED A LAW BANNING GUNS ON CAMPUS. STATISTICS HAVE SHOWN POSITIVE RESULTS FOR STATES WHO HAVE PASSED CAMPUS CARRY LAWS. FOR EXAMPLE, AT UNIVERSITY OF

KANSAS, THE NUMBER OF CRIMES COMMITTED ON CAMPUS DECREASED BY 13 PERCENT, AND NO WEAPONS VIOLATION REPORTS WERE FILED IN 2017. 

“I actually have been in a police shoot-out hostage situation in my lifetime and it was before I came to WVU and after I got here, I have a problem with the classrooms mostly at WVU. There’s usually one entrance and no exit, no back exit. If someone comes in the front door, that’s it. You’re fish in a barrel.”
STILL, MANY STUDENTS SAY THAT THEY WOULD FEEL UNSAFE IF GUNS WERE ALLOWED IN THE CLASSROOM. WHILE THIS BILL HAS BEEN GAINING ATTENTION, THE LEGISLATURE HAS PROPOSED SIMILAR BILLS IN THE PAST COUPLE OF YEARS. EXPERTS PREDICT THAT IF THE BILL 
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TRT: 2:25
DOESN’T PASS THIS LEGISLATIVE SESSION, IT’S LIKELY SOMETHING WE WILL SEE AGAIN.
GUNS WOULD STILL BE BANNED IN LARGE VENUES, DORM ROOMS, AND ANYWHERE THAT CHILDREN ARE PRESENT. BUT THEY WOULD BE ALLOWED IN CLASSROOMS AND PUBLIC AREAS ON CAMPUS. NOW BACK TO YOU AT THE WATERFRONT STUDIO. 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////
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(--------------TAKE VO--------------)
CG:U: MORGANTOWN
(-------------CHRISTINE--------------)

THANKS SHAYLA. W-V-U PRESIDENT GORDON GEE HAS RELEASED A STATEMENT REGARDING CAMPUS CARRY. YOU CAN READ IT BY VISITING THE ADDRESS AT THE BOTTOM OF YOUR SCREEN.
THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES OVERWHELMINGLY PASSED A BILL DEALING WITH HAZING ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES.
(---------------TAKE VO--------------)

SENATE BILL 4-40… ALSO KNOWN AS THE ANTI-HAZING BILL… WAS JUST PASSED BY BOTH THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE. THE ISSUE OF FRATS HAZING THEIR NEW MEMBERS…HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO THE FOREFRONT RECENTLY.  FIRST WITH SOME FRATS CUTTING THEIR OFFICIAL TIES WITH W-V-U …AND SECOND…WITH THE DEATH OF W-V-U FRESHMAN NOLAN BURCH. BURCH DIED IN 20-14 AFTER HE WAS FOUND UNCONSCIOUS AT THE KAPPA SIGMA FRATERNITY HOUSE FOLLOWING A PLEDGE EVENT. THE STUDENT HAD A BLOOD-ALCOHOL LEVEL MORE THAN SIX TIMES THE LEGAL LIMIT. 

ANTI-HAZING-2
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VO

TRT: 1:00

UNDER THIS NEW ANTI-HAZING LAW…ANY ORGANIZATION…WHO HAS STUDENT MEMBERS…CAN BE CHARGED IF INVOLVED WITH HAZING ACTIVITIES. THIS INCLUDES THE FIVE INDEPENDENT FRATS AT       W-V-U …AND ANY OTHERS….THAT MAY CUT TIES WITH UNIVERSITIES IN THE FUTURE.

////////////////////////////////////////////////
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TRT: 0:20
(--------------CLAUDIA-------------)

WHILE ONE BILL PASSED WITH ALMOST NO PROTEST…ANOTHER BILL WAS STOPPED DEAD IN ITS TRACKS.

(-------------CHRISTINE------------)

THAT’S RIGHT CLAUDIA…SENATE BILL 4-51 HAS BEEN THE CENTER OF CONTROVERSY FOR SEVERAL WEEKS. THIS EDUCATION BILL WOULD DEFUND PUBLIC EDUCATION AND FUND CHARTER SCHOOLS. 

(----------CLAUDIA--------------)   BUT ALMOST 19-THOUSAND TEACHERS WALKED OFF THE JOB … IN PROTEST OF SENATE BILL 4-51. CARLY VANIVER JOINS US NOW FROM SOCIAL SQUARE… TO TELL US MORE ABOUT HOW THIS BILL WAS SHUT DOWN. … CARLY?

(-----TAKE SOCIAL BUMPER----)

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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CG:U: MORGANTOWN/
#WVTeacherStrike
S: JERRY PARSON/
MTEC TEACHER
(----------------CARLY----------------)

AFTER WEEKS OF THE EDUCATION REFORM BILL BOUNCING BETWEEN THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE…54 OF THE 55 WEST VIRGINIA COUNTIES CANCELLED SCHOOL ON FEBRUARY 19TH FOR A STATEWIDE WALKOUT THAT SUCCESSFULLY …KILLED THE BILL. I HIT THE PICKET LINES TO LEARN MORE. 

(--------------TAKE PKG--------------)

WEST VIRGINIA TEACHERS ACROSS THE STATE HIT THE PICKET LINES TO PROTEST SENATE BILL 451… THIS PROPOSED BILL WOULD BRING CHARTER SCHOOLS AND PRIVATE SCHOOL VOUCHERS…TO THE MOUNTAIN STATE. MOST TEACHERS BELIEVE OTHER CHANGES NEED TO BE MADE IN ORDER TO IMPROVE THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS THAT ALREADY EXIST.

“For example, there’s many math openings in this state where a certified math teacher isn’t present because of lack of benefits and lack of salary, and that trend continues as other states make improvements to their system and West Virginia lags behind.”
AND THIS ISN’T THE FIRST TIME THESE TEACHERS HAVE PUT UP A FIGHT.
SOCIAL SQUARE-2
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CG: CARLY VANIVER/@CVaniverWVUNews

“It’s been exactly one year since the nine-day statewide walkout that won 
West Virginia teachers a 5 percent pay raise…and inspired teachers

across the country to go on strike…and these teachers here today are hoping they can make a difference…once again.”
BUT THIS YEAR’S STRIKE HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH A PAY RAISE…AND THEIR MESSAGE WAS CLEAR IN THE SIGNS THEY MADE…OUR STUDENTS FIRST… OUR STUDENTS ARE NOT FOR SALE.

“It’s a lot to just be able to stand up for something that we believe in, and we believe, to the core, this is what we should be doing. Not just for us…it’s not about money for us, it’s not about anything they’re saying it’s about…it’s about the kids. And we just want them to get the best education and for us to be able to get back in our classrooms and teach. And that’s why we do this.”
JUST A FEW HOURS AFTER THE STRIKE BEGAN…THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES ANNOUNCED THE BILL WAS POSTPONED INDEFINITELY. 

(---------ANCHOR RETURN--------)

THE TEACHERS CONTINUED TO STRIKE FOR A SECOND DAY…TO MAKE SURE THE BILL WAS OFFICIALLY KILLED. TEACHERS AND STUDENTS RETURNED TO THEIR CLASSROOMS ON FEBRUARY 

SOCIAL SQUARE-3
VANIVER/MILLER
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TRT: 2:10
21ST. AND AS A SIDE NOTE…WEST VIRGINIA

TEACHERS WERE JUST NAMED TO FORBES’ LIST OF THE WORLD’S 50 GREATEST LEADERS. THE TEACHERS WALKED OUT OF THEIR CLASSROOMS THIS TIME LAST YEAR FOR AN UNPRECEDENTED NINE DAYS. THEY GOT THEIR PAY RAISE…WHICH LED TO TEACHERS GOING ON STRIKE… IN ARIZONA AND KENTUCKY./////////////////////////////////
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(--------------CLAUDIA--------------)

THANKS CARLY. THE MORGANTOWN PEDESTRIAN SAFETY BOARD IS TAKING A CLOSER LOOK AT WAYS TO PREVENT ACCIDENTS. W-V-U POLICE HAVE CONFIRMED THERE WAS ANOTHER INCIDENT ON BEECHURST AVENUE…WHERE A WALKER WAS HIT BY A CAR. THIS TIME LAST YEAR A STUDENT WAS KILLED AND 19 DAYS LATER…ANOTHER STUDENT WAS CRITICALLY INJURED WHILE CROSSING THE STREET. I SPOKE WITH MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE TO FIND OUT THEIR PLANS TO MAKE MORGANTOWN A SAFER PLACE TO NAVIGATE.

 (----------------TAKE PKG-----------)

IT WAS AT THIS VERY INTERSECTION, ONE YEAR AGO, THAT W-V-U STUDENT, LEAH BERHANU, WAS KILLED WHILE CROSSING THE STREET. AND NOW, W-V-U AND THE CITY OF MORGANTOWN HAVE JOINED FORCES TO CREATE THE PEDESTRIAN SAFETY COMMITTEE.  

“But I think what really heightened it was when we had the tragedy last 

year and another accident that really brought people together to say ‘hey, we know this has been an issue’ or 

 things that could be improved that we could really work towards.”
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY-2
SESSA/MILLER
3/6/2019
S: CLAUDIA SESSA/
@CSessaWVUNews
S: HANNAH BOOTH/
MORGNTOWN RESIDENT
S: HOLD
 “Hundreds of students use this crosswalk behind me, daily, to get from this parking lot to the Evansdale campus…but problems arise with the thousands of drivers that use this main road every day, leading to unsafe crossing conditions.” 
AND UNFORTUNATLY FOR MORGANTOWN RESIDENT, HANNAH BOOTH, SHE WAS A VICTIM AT THIS VERY CROSSWALK. RESULTING IN A CONCUSSION AND OTHER INJURIES. 

“So, I was crossing the intersection on my way to work one morning, just as I would every morning. And, it’s my understanding that as I was in the crosswalk and had a signal to walk, a car came out of the turn lane and was turning onto Patteson Drive and struck me there in the intersection.”
BOOTH HAD TO BE TAKEN TO THE HOSPITAL BY AMBULANCE. SHE ALSO SUFFERED FROM A BRAIN BLEED AND SCRAPES AND BRUISES. 

“I think it’s safe to say, I’m probably more hesitant and just a lot more aware of my surroundings.” 

AND THAT’S WHY THE PEDESTRIAN SAFETY BOARD 

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY-3
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TRT: 2:10
HAS COME UP WITH A 90 DAY PLAN. IN THIS PLAN, THEY ARE ADDRESSING THE FOLLOWING… FLASHING SIGNS AT INTERSECTIONS AND IMPROVING CROSSWALK VISABILITY. THE INDIVIDUAL STRUCK ON BEECHURST AVENUE WAS TAKEN TO RUBY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL FOR EVALUATION.////////////////////////////
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(----------------CLAUDIA-------------)

THE PEDESTRIAN SAFETY BOARD IS ALSO LOOKING AT A LARGER PLAN TO ADDRESS PEDESTRIAN SAFETY. THIS INCLUDES A TWO YEAR PLAN THAT WILL IMPLEMENT THE FOLLOWING… ADDING SAFETY ISLANDS TO ROADS THAT ARE FOUR TO FIVE LANES AND CONSIDERING LOWER SPEED LIMITS.  
(-------------CHRISTINE-------------)

I KNOW A LOT OF PEOPLE WILL BE GLAD TO HEAR ABOUT THOSE CHANGES. COMING UP AFTER THE BREAK… JOHN LOWE TELLS US ABOUT THE NEW MOUNTAINEER.
(---------------TAKE TZ---------------)

“I’m John Lowe and coming up next on WVU News, I’ll introduce you guys to the next Mountaineer.”
(------SOT TZ ROLLS INTO COMM/SPORTS BUMPER-------)

SPORTS TOSS
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PIC 7

READER
TRT: 0:30
(--------------CHRISTINE-------------)

WITH SPRING SEMESTER IN FULL SWING… THAT MEANS THE COMPETITION TO BE THE NEXT MOUNTAINEER HAS BEEN HEATING UP.
(--------------CLAUDIA---------------)

THAT’S RIGHT CHRISTINE. IT’S AN EXCITING TIME FOR MOUNTAINEERS… TO SEE WHO THE NEXT PERSON WILL BE DAWNING THE COONSKIN CAP… AND FIRING THE MUSKET. CHRIS MARZULLO HAS MORE… CHRIS?
(----------------CHRIS-----------------)

THANKS CHRISTINE… CLAUDIA. THE RACE TO BECOME THE NEXT MOUNTAINEER MASCOT CAME TO A CLIMATIC ENDING DURING THE MEN’S BASKETBALL GAME AGAINST T-C-U…IN THE COLISEUM.

///////////////////////////////////////////////////
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S: TIMOTHY EADS/2019-20

MOUNTAINEER MASCOT
(----------------CHRIS-----------------)

IT WAS THE CHANGING OF THE GUARD AT THE W-V-U COLISEUM TUESDAY NIGHT… AS THE NEW MOUNTAINEER WAS NAMED FOR THE 2019-2020 TERM… THE MUSKET WAS PASSED DOWN TO A NEW MOUNTAINEER… SOMETHING HE WILL NEVER FORGET. JOHN LOWE HAS MORE ON THE STORY.

(---------------TAKE PKG------------)

ON A MAGICAL NIGHT IN THE COLISEUM, THE MOMENT TIMOTHY EADS HAD BEEN WAITING FOR ALL HIS LIFE FINALLY CAME. THE SOPHOMORE P-R MAJOR FROM BUFFALO, WEST VIRGINIA WAS SELECTED AS THE 66TH MOUNTAINEER MASCOT.
“Growing up, this is something I’ve wanted all my life. So I really paid attention to the Mountaineers when I was coming to sporting events and the campus events throughout my childhood. Even now as a student I’ve continued to do that. I’ve had the chance to meet quite a few of the past Mountaineers and had a chance to talk with them and really learn from them so just to be in the same category as them now is a life changing feeling.”
SPORTS-2
MARZULLO/LOWE/MILLER
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S: JOHN LOWE/

@JLoweWVUNews

S: TEVOR KIESS/2018-19
MOUNTAINEER MASCOT
S: BOB HUGGINS/WVU MEN’S
BASKETBALL HEAD COACH
EFFECTS: RETURN CAMERA 1
(CHRIS)
“Timothy joins a long line of Mountaineers, most recently Trevor Kiess.”

“My term as Mountaineer has been absolutely amazing. It’s been the greatest honor of my life. I’ll never forget running out to half court, leading the court in the ‘Let’s Go Mountaineers’ cheer. It was amazing. So it’s interesting to be on the other side of the equation this year and next Tuesday night, we’ll name the new Mountaineer and they’ll have that same experience. So it’s pretty cool to be on the other side of it now.”

SINCE THE TRADITION OF THE MOUNTAINEER MASCOT BEGAN IN 1934, IT’S BEEN A SYMBOL FOR THE HARD WORKING PEOPLE OF WEST VIRGINIA WHILE GETTING FANS 
FIRED UP ON GAMEDAY, AND ONE COACH WOULDN’T HAVE IT ANY OTHER WAY.
“Hey!”

“How are you, brother?”

“What do you say coach, how are you doing?”

“I’m good. Get ‘em fired up.”

“Yes sir. Will do.”
JOHN LOWE, WVU NEWS, MORGANTOWN.

(----------------CHRIS----------------)
SPORTS-3
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A NEW RULE WAS PUT IN PLACE WHERE ONE STUDENT CAN ONLY BE THE MOUNTAINEER MASCOT FOR A SINGLE TERM… GOING FORWARD THERE WILL BE A NEW MOUNTAINEER EVERY YEAR./////////////////////////////////////////
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(-----------------CLAUDIA------------)

THAT SOUNDS LIKE IT REALLY WAS A DREAM COME TRUE FOR TIMOTHY. WELL… THAT’S IT FOR THIS WEEK’S EDITION OF W-V-U NEWS… YOU CAN VISIT US ONLINE ON OUR WEBSITE.
(----------------CHRISTINE-----------)

YOU CAN ALSO WATCH OUR SHOWS ON YOUTUBE AND PLEASE FOLLOW US AND OUR REPORTERS ON TWITTER… I’M CHRISTINE ROBINSON.

(--------------CLAUDIA---------------)

AND I’M CLAUDIA SESSA. THANKS FOR WATCHING… WE’LL SEE YOU NEXT TIME.
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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